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The extant cultural and literary heritage of any land reflects the breadth of information and
culture of its predecessors, regarding their thought structures, philosophical frameworks, and
the fundamental perspectives of their creators, which it transmits to the new generation. Among
the legacies of the Safavid era is Khaza'in al-Malakut, a work by Zayn al-Abidin Ali, known by
the pen names "Navidi" and "Abdi,"” which is a manuscript that has not yet been edited and
published. This article aims to conduct a structural analysis of the Khaza'in al-Malakut
manuscript, emphasizing the analysis of its content characteristics and comparing them with the
illustrated Qisas al-Anbiya of the Safavid period. The present research is based on library studies
and employs a descriptive-analytical method. In the mathnavi Khaza'in al-Malakut, the poet has
named each of the seven sections a Khazaneh (treasure); the content of the Khazaneh lies in the
recognition of God and praise of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), eulogies of the Shi‘a Imams
and their virtues, the imperatives and prohibitions of governance, benevolence towards the
public and elite, the essence of love and affection, and accounts of the author's own
circumstances and the setbacks of himself and his companions, which the poet has created a
remarkable work in over 7,580 couplets by using innovative expressions and alluding to verses
from the Qur'an, hadith, and narratives. The mathnavi Khaza'in al-Malakut is important for
several reasons: the importance of Abdi's theological dimensions and religious beliefs, as he
considers divine proximity to be contingent upon the recognition of God, acknowledgement of
the prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH), and devotion to his family. In social dimensions, the
poet considers moral virtues and proper conduct to be conducive to human development and
emphasizes the importance of women. In the political dimensions, he considers governance and
piety to be intertwined. He mentions historical events of that period within the narratives.
Furthermore, the poet's mastery of Persian and Arabic literature, his familiarity with the Qur'an
and hadith, and his articulation of numerous virtues and narratives indicate his extensive
knowledge in various fields. In the illustrated Qisas al-Anbiya, illustration has also been
addressed in parallel with Qur'anic themes.

Research Objectives

1. Tounderstand Khaza'in al-Malakut and examine and analyze its intellectual, linguistic,
and literary dimensions.

2. To edit and analyze the manuscript, transform it into a printed edition, and compare it
with the illustrated Qisas al-Anbiya.

Research Questions
1.  What are the structures and characteristics of the Khaza'in al-Malakut manuscript?

2. What are the content characteristics of the Khaza'in al-Malakut manuscript?

** This article is taken from the doctoral dissertation/thesis of "Leila Abedi" entitled "Structure of the manuscript of Khazain
Malakout of Abdi Beg Navidi Shirazi with emphasis on the analysis of content characteristics of "Bast", which was presented
under the guidance of Dr. Morteza Jafari and the consultation of Dr. Farah Niazkar in 1402 at the "Azad University", Shiraz
Branch.
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Introduction

In the literature of any nation, the preservation, editing, and examination of manuscripts
hold a special place; despite the attention of enthusiasts and the extensive efforts of
researchers to edit and publish manuscripts, there are still writers who have remained
obscure; Among these writers, we can name "Khwaja Zayn al-Abidin Ali" known as
"Navidi" and "Abdi". Considering the general public's interest in common and
universally relevant topics, some manuscripts have undergone multiple editions, and
some, despite their significant literary and artistic values, have not been edited and
published. Abdi's mathnavi Khaza'in al-Malakut, also known as Sab'a-yi Abdi, is one
of these works that exists as a manuscript and has not been edited and printed. In
addition to the structural analysis of the manuscript, which includes: introducing the
poet and the manuscripts of Khaza'in al-Malakut, comparing the manuscripts and their
physical characteristics, orthography, and the date of composition of the khazaneh; this
work will be analyzed and examined in terms of its intellectual and content
characteristics.

A large number of Abdi Beig's works have been edited and published in Moscow by
Abolfazl Hashem Oghli, a professor at the Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan,
including: Takmilat al-Akhbar, Duhat al-Azhar, Mazhar al-Asrar, Jowhar Fard, A'in-i
Iskandari, Layli and Majnun, Haft Akhtar, Jannat al-Athmar, Zinat al-Awraq, Sahifat
al-lkhlas, Rawdat al-Sefat, Jannat Adn. In our country, the book Takmilat al-Akhbar,
whose subject is history and is in Persian prose, has been edited by Abdolhossein Nava'i.
Abdi Beig's poem "Salaman and Absal™ has also been edited by Fatemeh Modarresi and
Vahid Rezaei Hamzeh Kandi. Also, his second khamse or mathnavi "Jannat Adn™ has
been edited and published by Ehsan Eshraqi and Mehrzad Parhizgari. The book Sarih
al-Mulk is also a description of the properties and buildings of the shrine of Sheikh Safi
al-Din Ardabili, which Mahmoud Mohammad Hedayati has edited. It should be noted
that Ali Shahsavari has researched the introduction of four poems from the mathnavi
Khaza'in al-Malakut; of course, he has only given a brief and general overview of the
four poems; Therefore, it was necessary to conduct an independent and complete
research on the structure and content of all seven poems, or rather, the entire valuable
work, in which Khaza'in al-Malakut is given detailed attention; Apart from the
characteristics of words and expressions, which cannot be fully addressed in a short
article. By comparing the manuscripts, this mathnavi has been completely analyzed and
the structure of each manuscript has been examined and the physical appearance,
orthography, differences and similarities between the manuscripts, the content of the
khazaneh, and the poet's intellectual characteristics have been considered so that the
opportunity for further analysis and examination to address the importance of this



mathnavi in terms of structure and content is obtained; and the audience who does not
have access to the original manuscripts can visualize all the structural and content
features of the work in one place and understand the thought governing the poem and
the importance of its various dimensions in terms of the poet's intellectual
characteristics. Qisas al-Anbiya is also an illustrated manuscript from the Safavid period
that refers to Qur'anic themes and stories of the prophets; therefore, this research also
compares these two works.

In terms of purpose, this research is a fundamental study, and it uses a documentary or
library method for data collection and analysis, using note-taking from the text of the
manuscript. The method of this research is descriptive-analytical, which is conducted
through content and intellectual analysis of the work.

Conclusion

There are two manuscripts of Navidi's collected works, of which manuscript number
2425, which is kept in the Central Library of the University of Tehran, is the more
complete version. The mathnavi Khaza'in al-Malakut starts on page 315 and ends on
page 498. The text of the manuscript is written in black ink, and the titles and some of
the verses and hadith are written in shangarf (red) ink.

Khaza'in al-Malakut is a religious mathnavi consisting of seven sections, each of which
the poet has named a khazaneh; the content of the khazaneh lies in the recognition of
God and praise of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), eulogies of the Shi‘a Imams and
their virtues, the imperatives and prohibitions of governance, benevolence towards the
public and elite, the essence of love and affection, and accounts of the author's own
circumstances and the setbacks of himself and his companions, which the poet has
created a remarkable work in over 7,580 couplets by using innovative expressions and
alluding to verses from the Qur'an, hadith, and narratives. In the intellectual and content
characteristics, the importance of Abdi's theological dimensions is that he explains the
acquisition of divine knowledge and the existence of God, which is not visible to the
eye, by citing divine verses, and considers it important. He divides the divine attributes
into two categories, negative and positive, and considers divine proximity to be
contingent upon the recognition of the origin of creation and acknowledgement of the
prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). He considers it necessary to
continuously engage in dhikr, tahlil, tasbih, takbir and tahmid, and acknowledges that
one must give thanks to God; because God says: "Whenever you know that everything
you have is from Me; you have thanked Me." Abdi speaks of the physical attributes of
the Prophet (PBUH) and mentions the prophecies that foretold his blessed existence



before and after his advent, that a prophet would be chosen from among themselves to
guide them on the right path. Abdi also alludes to the verse "And indeed, you are of a
great moral character” regarding the Prophet's moral attributes and manners. He begins
each of the khazaneh of Khaza'in al-Malakut with praise and glorification of God and
praise of the Messenger of God (PBUH) and expresses a special devotion to Hazrat Ali
(AS). In his poetry, Abdi places special value on the status and position of Imam Ali
(AS) and expresses the Imam's lofty position through various allusions. He considers
the essence of love and affection to be in love for God and considers the strengthening
of the sacred Sharia to be among the theological dimensions that must permeate all
aspects of society. The promotion and strengthening of the principles of the Shi‘a faith
is another characteristic of Abdi's work. Furthermore, the poet's mastery of Persian and
Arabic literature, his familiarity with the Qur'an and Hadith, and his expression of
numerous virtues and narratives indicate the poet's extensive knowledge in various
fields. In Abdi's view, true love is love for the Divine Essence, which cannot be
expressed in words, and the true lover does not fear the distance of the destination or
the dangers of the path. In the importance of social dimensions, Abdi enumerates moral
virtues and considers adherence to proper conduct to be conducive to enhancing lineage
and honor. He encapsulates the essence of earthly love in worldly love. In Abdi's view
of women, he divides them into two categories, chaste and treacherous, and states in the
form of narratives that a woman's status can rise to such an extent that her prayers are
answered and she receives special divine favor and has a good end, or she can be
treacherous, in which case her abode is hell. In the importance of political and
governmental dimensions, Abdi considers the king to be the shadow of God on earth,
for which it is necessary to have the enforcement of command, which leads to the
organization of the kingdom. According to Abdi, governance and piety are intertwined.
He considers jurists and mujtahids to be important pillars of governance and politics,
which lead to the stability of the kingdom and the avoidance of innovation and
wrongdoing. He considers the words of sages and their admonitions to kings to be
necessary for governance and calls on the people and rulers to observe justice and
equity, because he believes that the stability of the world depends on the observance of
divine justice and equity. From Abdi's point of view, compassion for the weak on the
part of the king entails the fulfillment of desires and abundance of blessings. He believes
that the king should strive to educate scholars and entrust the affairs of the kingdom to
them. Abdi considers physicians and doctors to be an important stratum of society and
considers their work, which is the science of bodies, to be more important than the
science of religions, because one cannot practice religion unless the body is healthy.
During his thirty years of serving as a scribe in the Safavid court, Abdi composed ten
thousand verses in praise of the government of Shah Tahmasp Safavi, and while being



aware of politics and governance, as well as addressing the conditions and issues related
to the characteristics of the king and ministers, he recorded historical events within the
context of events, which is worthy of reflection and research in its own right. Based on
the conducted research, serious attention has also been paid to Qur'anic themes and
stories related to the lives of the prophets in the illustrated Qisas al-Anbiya.
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