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Narratology is anew science and deals with the understanding of the relationships, structures and grammar
goveming the narrative, which is rooted in structuralism. Structuralists in narratology seek to investigate
the order and to discover the internal proportions in the narrative, the relationships and links existing on
the elements that make up the story and explain the system that governs the narrative discourse. In this
process, Propp and Greimas, relying on the method of narratology, pay attention to face analysis, and
people like Genet have analyzed the tone of the narrative. Propp initiated narratology and was able to
create special narrative patterns for folktales that deal with the functions in the development of characters
and their relationships. He concluded that although the people and characters of these stories and their
actions are diverse, their roles are limited and fixed. Following that, Greimas, who is one of the founders
of structuralist semantics, by studying meaning and structures related to it, developed his action model
based on how to use linguistic concepts that are used in the analysis of texts, to shift attention changed
from sign to meaning. Greimas believes that it is necessary to cross the outer surface and to enter the
deep layers of the text in order to find both the meaningful surface structures and the structures that are
hidden in the depth of the text. In the Greimas’s model, every narrative system is divided into six actors,
which include sender/receiver/subject/object/restraining force and helping force. The sender sends the
actor to follow the target and orders the execution of the command. The receiver is the one who benefits
from the action or does not benefit from it. The object is the value object and the subject and goal of the
action. The restraining force prevents the actor from reaching the goal and the assisting force helps the

% This Paper is
excerpt from the first
author’s master’s
thesis entitled «Study
of the narrative
structure in the text
and illustrations of
Timurid Zafarnameh
based on the Grimace
action model based
on the copy found in
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and supervised by the
second author in the
field of art research.
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actor to reach the goal. The subject is the central element of the story. Greimas proposed three categories
of dual oppositions, the six actors that are defined are divided into three categories of pairs of oppositions,
each of which forms an axis of action (demand/power/sending); the axis of desire: (subject/passive), the
axis of power: (helping force/inhibiting force) and the axis of sending: (sender/receiver).The subject and
object pair is the most fundamental pair. Greimas’s method is compatible with the method of semantics,
and the narrative is made up of passages that must be understood in order to understand the text, and based
on this, three syntactic rules are defined, which include executive, contractual, and disjunctive chains. In the
analysis of ontology, according to the opposing pairs, three categories of human beings are defined and their
role is checked whether they are active or not, and are present in the action or are likely to be present in the
action. It is also determined whether they are active or not and whether they are conscious or unconscious
in action. In the temporal and spatial sequence, which is one of the main elements of the narrative, how
to change the temporal sequence to the spatial sequence is defined. In this research, a picture of Timurid
version of Zafamameh 935 was analyzed based on the action pattern of Greimas. This version is one of
the most important books of the Timurid period and is based on a true narration and the follow-up in its
details can be cited and the results of the analysis can be accurate and also the relationship between the text
and the picture is clear and the content of the pictures according to the traditions that Greimas has in mind
are close and the text and the picture have a deep connection. Despite the importance of this version, no
complete research has been done on it based on the semantics of the pictures. The purpose of this research
is to study how the visual and action patterns match with the Greimas’s pattern. The main questions of the
research are:1- How is the analysis of the structure of the narrative according to the elements of the visual
activist in the mentioned picture? 2- What is the conversion of time sequence to place sequence in the image
according to the narrative? 3- Can the painting be examined in the same way as the text in a structuralist way
and conform to the model of Greimas? The research method is analysis using Greimas’s model and data
collection based on the study of written and documentary sources. The result of the research shows that the
pattern of Greimas can be adapted to painting and each image with superstructure and underlying structure
in the structure of analysis can act as an independent text. Also, the study of the structure of denotative chains
to find the meaning of the image and the transformation of the temporal sequence into the place sequence
in the image and its effect on the formation of the overall system in the structure of the visual narrative was
considered.
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