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Abstract

Introduction: The modern world has transformed nearly every aspect of human
interaction, including the way people seek guidance and role models. Whereas
individuals once turned to religious institutions for wisdom and leadership, to-
day, many look to social media, where influencers have emerged as key figures
shaping public opinion and behavior. Influencers are no longer limited to tradi-
tional celebrities such as actors and singers but now encompass a diverse range
of opinion leaders across digital platforms. Given their significant influence, this
study examines the professional ethical responsibilities of social media influencers
toward vulnerable groups in society, including children, women, and minorities.
The research aims to analyze the ethical obligations of influencers in their inter-
actions with these groups and to explore their role in fostering a more responsible
and inclusive digital space.

Method: This study adopts a qualitative research approach with an applied objec-
tive. Using thematic analysis, data were collected through semi-structured inter-
views with 14 experts, selected through purposive sampling based on their exper-
tise in media ethics and digital influence. The collected data were analyzed using
MAXQDA 2020 software to identify key ethical themes.

Findings: The analysis revealed that the ethical responsibility of social media in-
fluencers toward vulnerable groups is structured around 27 sub-themes, which
were categorized into three overarching themes. These themes highlight the fun-
damental ethical principles that influencers should uphold in their content creation
and audience engagement.

Conclusion: Human dignity is an inherent and inalienable right, irrespective of
age, gender, race, physical or mental ability, language, religion, political ideol-
ogy, or socio-economic background. Individuals and institutions, including gov-
ernments, must uphold and protect this dignity. In the digital space, social media
influencers bear a significant ethical responsibility to ensure that their content does
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not exploit or instrumentalize vulnerable populations for commercial, political, or
industrial purposes. To maintain credibility and public trust, influencers must ac-
tively consider the rights and well-being of all stakeholders, particularly children,
women, and minority groups, in their activities and engagements.

Keywords: Professional Ethics, Influencer, Ethical Responsibility, Minorities, So-
cial Network.
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