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Abstract:

The aim of the article is to identify and analyze the political, social, and cul-
tural determinants of media activism in the Corona pandemic crisis through
analyzing the narratives, experiences, and perspectives of journalists pres-
ent in the field of the Corona pandemic crisis. This research was conducted
with purposive sampling and using a case study method with a semi-struc-
tured in-depth interview technique. In-depth interviews were conducted with
a total of 30 journalists involved in the Corona crisis. Thematic analysis and
Claise coding methods were used to analyze the data from the interviews.
The results showed that the political and socio-cultural determinants of
mainstream media activism in the Corona crisis are complex and multi-
factorial. In the political dimension, the macro determinants include three
components: "gradual and cumulative social distrust of the efficiency and
ability of governance in crisis management”, "denial, normalization, and
downplaying of the crisis by the government", and "reduced decision-mak-
ing capacity and lack of timely and effective government response to the
crisis", and in the social and cultural dimension, they include: "social media
becoming the axis of information and information seeking on the Corona”,
"transfer of media authority on the crisis to transnational Persian-language
media", and "the prevalence of infodemics and widespread information
anomalies in social media".
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