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Abstract

Background and aim: The expansion of climate change phenomena in Iran and its impacts
on water resources, agriculture, and other climatic elements of the country, coupled with the
uneven spatial and temporal distribution of natural resources, population, industry, and urban
expansion, are currently facing serious challenges. It is estimated that climate change could
lead to further limitations of these resources and create law enforcement and security crises in
the country. The present research aims to identify the law enforcement and security
consequences of climate change in Iran through a futures studies approach.

Method: This qualitative research was conducted using futures studies methodology based on
trend analysis and scenario development. Data collection was performed through focus group
discussions, with the statistical population consisting of military and law enforcement experts,
university professors, environmental specialists, and professionals in policing and futures
studies at the national level. A purposive sample of 8 participants was selected for each panel
based on relevant expertise. Analysis of the results from focus groups was conducted using
scenario development techniques.

Results: Law enforcement-security consequences of the Favorable Scenario: Establishment of
stability and sustainable security with reduced border insecurity, increased sense of security,
enhanced police services, and social satisfaction.Second Scenario: Gradual increase in water-
related tensions and law enforcement operations, growth of marginalization and general
crimes, unrest in water-stressed areas, and expansion of protests.Third Scenario: Sharp
increase in water tensions, multiplicity of law enforcement operations, marginalization and
crimes, widespread unrest, riots, increased border conflicts, and tensions with neighboring
countries.Fourth Scenario: Protest and labor crises, escalating crime rates, unemployment
resulting from environmental crises, energy crisis and dissatisfaction, expansion of rebellions,
and conflicts with eastern neighbors.

Conclusion: Climate change could lead to significant law enforcement and security
consequences in Iran, ranging from increased social tensions to large-scale unrest and regional
conflicts. Strategic planning and preventive measures are essential to mitigate these potential
crises.
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