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Abstract

Background and aim: This article examines the strategies of the Supreme Leader (May His
Shadow Persist) for strengthening internal security and countering the cognitive warfare
waged by enemies of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The main objective of the research is to
identify and analyze these strategies in order to maintain national stability and cohesion.
Methodology: The present study employs thematic analysis to examine the statements of the
Supreme Leader (May His Shadow Persist) from September 2022 to October 2023. Data were
collected from speeches published on his official website and coded and analyzed using
MAXQDA software.

Results: Analysis of the 2022 unrest and enemy cognitive warfare reveals that the Supreme
Leader’s (May His Shadow Persist) strategies for strengthening internal security include
enhancing public vigilance, reinforcing religious and national identity, synergizing security
institutions, and fostering public hope and trust.

Conclusion: The results indicate that the Supreme Leader’s (May His Shadow Persist)
strategies against cognitive warfare — including strengthening national identity, increasing
public awareness, emphasizing women’s role in society, and decisive confrontation with

threats — have successfully neutralized enemy plots and strengthened internal security.
Keywords: Cognitive Warfare, Internal Security, Supreme Leader (May His Shadow Persist),
2022 Unrest, National Cohesion.
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