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Abstract

Background and Objective: Experts believe that social capital is a crucial element for
achieving security. This research aims to identify the extent to which institutional and national
social capital affects the sense of social security across provinces in Iran, considering and
controlling for police social capital.

Methodology: This is an applied and quantitative research study. The method involves
secondary data analysis. The target population includes individuals over 18 years of age
across Iranian provinces. The study examined a sample of 15,500 cases selected through
random sampling in the primary source. Data collection was conducted using a questionnaire
whose validity and reliability were confirmed through internal consistency tests. Structural
equation modeling and LISREL software were used to test the hypotheses.

Findings: The dependent variable of the study is social security, measured using indicators
such as personal safety, insecurity experiences, and the sense of security. The independent
variable is institutional social capital, while police social capital acts as a mediating variable.
Police social capital is measured using indicators such as trust in police, satisfaction with
police services, responsiveness to needs, readiness to assist the police, police duty-
consciousness, and police impartiality.

Conclusion: The findings reveal significant differences in security levels and social capital
across provinces. Institutional social capital has a significant and uniform impact on both
police social capital and the sense of security. However, police social capital has a stronger

effect on the sense of security at the provincial level. ) ) )
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