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Rereading the 141th Wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha with an Emphasis on the
Religious Necessity of Reproduction

Mohsen Rafat’, Zohreh Kashani 2, Zahra Dolati®
The teachings of Nahj al-Balagha, which is one of the authentic narrative sources,
has a valuable place among Shiites, and since the followers of Imamiah believe in the
infallibility of its speaker, Imam Ali, it is necessary to evaluate the narrations in this book
in terms of document, text, and the issue quality. The Hadith of "Qellat al-Eyal Ahad
al-Yasarain", which Seyed Razi mentioned it as the 141th wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha,
is one of the challenging sayings related to the issue of having children, which today
has different interpretations. The need of the Islamic society to increase the generation
has added to the importance of examining the content of this narrative; thus, this study
was conducted with the aim of rereading the 141th wisdom of Nahj al-Balagha with
an emphasis on the religious necessity of reproduction with an analytical-documentary
method. The results indicated that there is no incentive for the audience to reduce
the number of children in that narration. Based on evidence, such as the consonance
of Imam Ali's words in this wisdom with logic and its alignment with experiences and
intellectual data, it can be understood that Imam Ali's speech was only expressed in
view of an external truth, and it cannot be seen as negating the desirability of having
children. The Quranic, narrative, jurisprudential, and psychological teachings as well as
the life of Ahl al-Bayt are also based on such a belief, that is, the significance of having
children and reproduction through the birth and education of worthy children, which
lays the foundation for growth and progress of the society.
Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, having children, 141th wisdom, Qellat al-Eyal,
reproduction in narratives, Imam Ali.
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