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Abstract

The structure and content of the story of "Bahima and Bakeh" in Mahabahart have many
similarities with the story of "Zahak" in Shahnameh. In both stories, the anti-hero
attacks the creatures and kills and eats them. They tell him that if he does not harm
anyone, they will provide him with food and send him to him. At the end of the story,
one of the people who were supposed to go to the anti-hero and feed him, fights the
anti-hero and destroys him. In this article, the similarities and differences between the
two stories have been identified and analyzed by a comparative method. The similarities
between the two stories are so strong that they indicate that they most likely have a
common origin or are adapted from each other; which can be reminiscent of the
coexistence of Indo-Iranians in ancient times. It is natural to see differences in the two
stories. For example, the links seen in Iranian myth, such as the type of symbols and
their connection to each other, are not in the Indian text. In addition, the location of each
story in the epic narrative (as the main story or sub-story) can show its importance. In
fact, although there are many similarities in the original narration, its processing in
Shahnameh is more accurate and shows that this narration is original among Iranians.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Mahabharata, Bhima and Bakeh, Zahhak, Fereydoun,
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