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Abstract

Writing skill as an important skill in language learning is always the focus
point of authors and teachers of Persian language books; Therefore, some
parts of the books of the language training center, Al-Mustafa (Parsa
collection) is also dedicated to this skill. In this research, the authors intends
to use Cunningsworth's (1995) 9 evaluation indicators to evaluate Parsa
books in "Writing skill*. The method of analysis in this research is
descriptive .The questionnaire is going to be answered by 30 Persian
language masters who are teaching writing books and determine the position
of this skill in this educational resource according to preparation and
compilation standards. For this purpose a 9-question questionnaire based on
9 Cunningsworth indices and 5-point Likert scale designed and provided to
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teachers. The analysis of the obtained data according to T- test showed that
7 Cunningsworth evaluation indicators such as: "Progress and diversity of
assignments" and "types of writing in education" and other cases in the
written content of "Parsa” are statistically meaningful. But in 2 indicators of
"focusing on different writing styles based on the type of text" and
"Encouraging language learners to edit and revise essay text" are not
meaningful. According to the average ranks as well, 3 indicators of "teaching
the arrangement of clauses”, "progress and variety of assignments" and
"considering reading as a part of writing learning activities" ranked first to
third in terms of the amount of attention.The obtained results will open the

way for the authors in revising Parsa book or writing a new book.

Keywords: Cunningsworth 's criteria, Parsa's book series, Teaching Persian
to non-Persian speakers, Writing skills

1. Introduction

Writing is, on the one hand, a purely physical process that examines how
these symbols are written on paper or a computer screen, and on the other
hand, a mental process that expresses how the writer presents his ideas and
their impact on the reader. The writing process can be considered, from one
perspective, as a product-oriented skill whose only goal is to achieve an
acceptable and error-free written text, and from another perspective, it can
be seen as a process-oriented skill that transfers all writing procedures such
as ideation, writing, structuring, and editing to the language learner as
separate skills in order to achieve a suitable product (Kolivandi &
Mostafapour, 2014).

The present study made an attempt to review and examine Parsa's books on
the "writing" skill using Conningsworth’s (1995) approach. Parsa's thirteen-
volume collection is being used and taught as the main source of Persian
language teaching to non-Persian speakers. On the other hand, among the
educational content available for teaching Persian, the only content that
independently addresses Persian writing skills at three levels is the Parsa
collection; therefore, it is necessary to review and evaluate the
aforementioned content, especially in Writing Books 1, 2, and 3. The study
results can be used by materials developers and teachers of Persian to
speakers of other languages in developing writing materials for Persian as a
Second Language (PSL) learners.

Research Question(s)
To what extent have Cullingworth's writing indicators been realized in
Parsa's books?
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2. Literature Review

An analysis and criticism of the basic level content of writing education at
Al-Mustafa virtual university with the approach of Cunningworth (1995)
was done by Koli Vandi and Mostafapour (2016. In this study, the authors
evaluated the content of the Negara, the writing book 1 from the 13-volume
Parsa series at the basic level, and the results showed that despite the limited
shortcomings observed in some parts of the book, the book is effective for
teaching writing and can be used as an educational book in universities and
other educational centers in addition to meeting the educational needs of
professors and language learners at Al-Mustafa Virtual University. While
the study has focused only on writing 1, leaving writing 2 and 3 intact, its
results and those of the present study are consistent with each other. In the
same vein, Gharibi’s (2017) study has focused on Conningsworth and Little
John frameworks for evaluating educational materials. The results of the
comparison of these two frameworks showed that both were comprehensive
evaluations.

3. Methodology

The present study is a descriptive-analytical and applied research. To
conduct the research, a questionnaire was designed based on
Cunningsworth’s assessment indicators of writing skills and was provided
to the teachers of the Parsa book to answer in order to determine the degree
of conformity of the indicators in this book. The statistical population in this
study is all teachers who are currently teaching Parsa book series or have
previously taught it. The sample size is 30 male teachers with an average
age of 45 years at Al-Mahdi Islamic Language and Education Center. Some
of them are graduates of Azfa program and some others are studying in this
program. Some of the authors of the Parsa book series have also answered
the questionnaire. It should be noted that the teachers participating in this
study have 5 to 25 years of experience teaching Persian in this center. The
questionnaire consisted of nine questions based on the nine writing
indicators in the Cunningsworth criteria, and a Likert scale was used to
answer each question. To obtain the validity and reliability of the
questionnaire in the present study, first, content validity was examined using
the opinions of 12 experts and the reliability of the questionnaire was
estimated by using a sample of 10.

4. Results

To examine the level of attention to the indicators, the results of the T-Tech
test showed that the 7 indicators of "observing the controlled writing
approach and guided writing in the book", "progress and diversity of

assignments", "emphasis on written language varieties", "teaching sentence



Spring & Summer 2024 | No. 39 | Vol. 20 | language and linguistics | 296

arrangement”, "paying attention to specific language areas such as
punctuation marks, correct spelling of words, and borrowing", "paying
attention to the linguistic accuracy of the learner's essay text" and
"considering reading as a part of writing learning activities" in the evaluation
of the written content of "Parsa" based on the Cunningsworth evaluation
indicators have a significant level of attention and importance in teaching
Persian as a second language (PSL). However, the results of the t-test were
not significant for the two indicators “focusing on different writing styles
based on the type of text at the advanced level” and “encouraging learners
in editing and revising their essay text”, and considering the low average of
these two indicators compared to the other seven indicators, it can be
concluded that, according to the instructors, these two evaluation indicators
are not given the desired attention in teaching learners. The indicators of
"following the controlled writing approach and guided writing in the book™,
"emphasizing written language varieties", and "paying attention to specific
linguistic areas such as punctuation marks, correct spelling of words, and
borrowing"” were in the middle ranks of 4, 5, and 6, respectively, and the
indicators of "paying attention to the linguistic accuracy of the learner's
essay text", "focusing on different writing styles based on the type of text at
an advanced level”, and "encouraging learners to edit and revise their essay
text" were in the lower ranks of 7, 8, and 9, respectively.

5. Conclusion

Based on the statistical analysis of the data obtained, seven out of nine
Cunningsworth writing indicators were evaluated at a desirable level for
Parsa Writing Book, and two indicators of “focusing on different writing
styles based on text type at an advanced level” and “encouraging learners to
edit and revise their essay text,” were evaluated as weak features in Parsa
book series The present study believes that Parsa writing books are weak in
terms of “encouraging learners to edit and revise their essay text”. However,
“focusing on different writing styles” has been addressed in Writing Book
three of the series, intended for upper-intermediate and advanced levels.
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