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Abstract

Studying Iranian languages and dialects is crucial for understanding the
historical development of the Persian language. Dialects often preserve older
forms of the language, providing valuable insights into ancient and middle
Iranian languages. Additionally, they can shed light on the linguistic changes
that have shaped modern Persian over time. The specific focus of this article
is on studying the types of verbs in terms of tense, mood, aspect, along with
past and present stems, passive verbs and infinitive construction in Lori
Dialect of Xorramabad in comparison with Middle Persian (Pahlavi) to
identify similarities and differences between this dialect and Middle Persian.
Pahlavi is one of the middle Iranian languages of the southwestern branch
and Xorramabadi is one of the varieties of Lori as one of the modern
southwestern languages of Iran. The study aims to bridge the gap between
ancient and modern languages within the same language family by
presenting verb structures and constructions in Lori Dialect of Xorramabad
and Middle Persian, highlighting their similarities and differences.
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1. Introduction

The present paper focuses on studying the types of verbs in terms of tense,
mood, and aspect, along with past and present stems, passive verbs, and
infinitive constructions in the Lori dialect of Xorramabad (hereafter referred
to as X), in comparison with Middle Persian (Pahlavi), to identify
similarities and differences between this dialect and Pahlavi. Pahlavi is one
of the middle Iranian languages of the southwestern branch, and the X is one
of the varieties of Lori, which is one of the modern southwestern languages
of Iran. The study aims to bridge the gap between ancient and modern
languages within the same language family by presenting verb structures and
constructions in the X and Middle Persian, highlighting their similarities and
differences.

2. Literature Review

One of the first documentations of the X was carried out by Hamid
Izadpanah (1964), who published the book “Lori Dictionary” based on his
thesis, in which he collected about two thousand Lori and Laki words. At
the beginning of this book, he provided examples of verb conjugation in X
over two pages. Shahrokhi (1996) conducted a study on the verbs in the X
as part of his master’s thesis at Allameh Tabatabaei University. In an article
about the X, McKinnon (1981) briefly described the morphological and
syntactic structures of this dialect and also referred to the structure of verbs.
Alirezaei (1996) presented verb conjugation in several Lori dialects on pages
238 to 257 of his work. Zargarani and Golfam, in their respective articles
presented at the Third National Conference on Linguistic Heritage (1400)
and the Sixth National Conference on Iranian Languages and Dialects
(1401), provided insights into the passive verb and the construction of the
verb “to be” in the X. Their research likely explores how passive
constructions are formed in this dialect, which is essential for understanding
its grammatical structure. In addition to the articles mentioned, Taheri
(2006) examined the types of verbs in the Bakhtiari dialect (one of the Lori
dialects), which is not directly related to the X but is useful for understanding
the verb category in the broader context of the Lori language family.

3. Method

The method of this article is structured as follows: First, the verbs are
classified into two groups: "regular" and "irregular." Following this
classification, examples of these two groups of verbs in Pahlavi are
presented, along with their equivalent in the X. In the next step, the article
discusses verbs constructed with the present, past, and passive tenses. An
explanation is provided on how verbs are constructed in both Pahlavi and
the X based on these tenses. For each tense, examples of verb conjugation
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in both languages are included. To further familiarize readers with the
construction of verbs in the X, at least two sentences are given as examples
for each verb. The article also examines the conjugation of “to be," which
has both "to be" and "to become™ implications in the X. This section aims to
clarify how this essential verb functions within the dialect. Finally, the
article discusses the similarities and differences in the construction of verbs
in the X compared to Pahlavi.

To prepare the data used for the X, sentences were designed based on the
Iranian Language Collection database, and several speakers were consulted
to express the equivalent of these sentences in the X. Most examples related
to Pahlavi verb conjugation are sourced from Amouzgar and Tafazzoli
(2010).

It is noteworthy that the data for the X have been transcribed using the
American version of the International Phonetic Alphabet (APA), while the
Pahlavi words and phrases have been transcribed using the Mackenzie
method. Additionally, optional cases in verb conjugation are indicated in
parentheses.

4. Conclusion
Some of the major differences and similarities in verb construction between
Pahlavi and the X can be summarized as follows.

Major Similarities:

1- The X shares significant similarities with Pahlavi, particularly in the
construction of passive verbs. In both the X and Pahlavi, passive verbs are
constructed using inflectional methods. In the X, the construction of the
present passive involves adding the passive-forming suffix -y- to the
present stem of the verb. This method is paralleled in Pahlavi, where the
suffix -Th- is used for the same purpose. The formation of the past passive
also shows similarities. In the Lori dialect, the past passive is formed by
adding -es- to the past stem. In contrast, Pahlavi forms the past passive by
adding -thist- to the present stem. These inflectional methods highlight how
both the X and Pahlavi have preserved certain grammatical features from
ancient Iranian languages, showcasing their historical and linguistic ties.

2- Another notable similarity between the X and Pahlavi can be found in the
construction of the irreal past. In the Lori dialect, the suffix -e is added to
the end of the present stem to form this verb. This construction is a remnant
of the Pahlavi suffix he, which served a similar function.

Mayjor differences:

The main differences in verb construction between the X and Pahlavi are
particularly evident in the absence of ergative conjugation in the X which
is a feature present in Pahlavi. The lack of ergative conjugation in the X
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simplifies the verb conjugation process, making it more accessible for
speakers.

1- In Pahlavi, past intransitive verbs and transitive verbs are constructed
differently. Specifically, Pahlavi employs distinct constructions for these
two types of verbs, reflecting a more complex grammatical structure. In
contrast, the X does not differentiate between the constructions of past
intransitive and transitive verbs.

2- In the evidence we have of Pahlavi, there is no indication of a past
subjunctive form. In contrast, the X, similar to Standard Persian, constructs
the past subjunctive verb through a combination of the past stem and the
present inflection of “to be”, incorporating some phonetic changes.

3- Inthe X, the formation of the present subjunctive utilizes the prefix ba
along with the present stem and present endings. In contrast, the present
subjunctive in the remaining evidence from Pahlavi does not employ a prefix
like ba. Instead, it relies on the present stem and specific present
subjunctive endings to express this verb form.

4- The construction of the durative present in Pahlavi is not well-
documented, making it challenging to identify specific rules for its
formation. In contrast, the X has two established methods for constructing
the durative present:

- Present Conjugation of "dar": This method involves using the present
conjugation of the stem "dar" combined with the present form of the main
verb. This construction is similar to what is found in Standard Persian.

- Durative Particle "ha-'": The second method employs the durative
particle ""ha-"" placed before the present form of the main verb.

5- In the X, the construction of the imperative verb is similar to that in
Standard Persian. It typically involves the use of the prefix ba, along with
the present stem and present endings. The imperative verb in Pahlavi is
constructed using the present stem and present endings, but it does not
include the prefix ba.
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