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Abstract

From Farabi’'s perspective, one of the most important and perhaps the most pivotal
aspects of metaphysics is the discussion of theological issues—namely, the study of
God as the origin of the universe and His attributes. Farabi considers the third part of
divine science to be the discussion of God and non-corporeal beings and their attributes
and proof of their existence. Therefore, from Farabi's point of view, the existence of
God is not self-evident, and thereforeit is considered one of the issues of divine science.
This research aims to answer the question of what is Farabi's position regarding the
proof of God's existence in his various works and in what works has he dealt with it.
According to the findings of this research, some of the works attributed to Farabi
contain a clear proof of God's existence based on the distinction between existence and
quiddity, as well as necessity and possibility (the proof of necessity and possibility).
The assertion of this argument on these two basic principles that Farabi did not achieve
in his definitive works as well as some other evidences in the text of these works,
strengthens the hypothesis of not attributing them to Farabi. On the other hand, referring
to Farabi's definitively authentic works shows that he did not allocate a clear and
specific part to this argument and did not establish a clearly formulated argument for the
existence of God. But despite this, it cannot be said that he had no interest in proving
the existence of God; Because some of his statements in describing the stages of
acquiring theoretical sciencesinclude akind of causality proof over the proof of the first
entity. Therefore, hisway of proving the existence of God can be considered as proof of
causality.
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causality, proof of necessity and possihility.
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I ntroduction

From Farabi's perspective, one of the most important and perhaps the most pivotal
aspects of metaphysics is the discussion of theological issues—namely, the study of
God as the origin of the universe and His attributes. Farabi often defines metaphysicsin
his works in terms of theology, describing it as the study of the first existent and other
existents insofar astheir existence is caused by the first existent.

Thus, in Farabt's view, God is not only the existent on whom all other existents
depend, but other existents merit metaphysical examination only insofar as they are
connected to God. Therefore, a proper understanding of the first existent, His attributes,
and His relation to other existents is among the most important and pivotal research
issues in the study of Farabi. While the first existent and His attributes have been
discussed in another article (Kiankhah 2022b), due to its limited scope, that article did
not address the proof or proofs for the existence of God in Farabt’s view—an essential
issue in Farabt's theology. In continuation of my research on Farabi's theology, this
article primarily focuses on the proof or proofs for God’s existence in Farabi’' s works. It
analyzes and examines Farabi's approach to proving God's existence and addresses a
crucia philosophical question that has concerned thinkers for a long time: Why does
God exist?

In the fourth chapter of Iksa’ al- ‘ulam (Enumeration of the Sciences), which is
dedicated to natural science and theology, Farabi divides theology (metaphysics) into
three parts. The first addresses existents and their accidents insofar as they are existents.
The second deals with the preliminaries of proofs and the definition of substances
(primitive definitions), while the third is devoted to the study of existents that are
neither physical nor associated with physical objects. Farabi then outlines the general
issues of this third part, mentioning the proofs presented for its problems, such as the
proof for the existence of detached (immaterial) existents, the proof for the multiplicity
of detached existents, the proof for the finitude of detached existents, and the proof for
the hierarchical degrees among these existents, where this hierarchy ultimately leads to
an existent that is the most perfect, free of any imperfections, and from which other
existents derive their existence, unity, and truth (Farabi 1996, 75-79).

According to this text, Farabi holds that the existence of the first existent and non-
physical existents is not self-evident. Thus, a key problem in theology (metaphysics) is
to prove the existence of immaterial beings and demonstrate that the hierarchical chain
of these beings culminates in the first origin. Like Avicenna, Farabi does not consider
God's existence self-evident and regards the proofs for His existence as a metaphysical
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issue. However, a closer examination of Farabi's works reveals that his approach to
proving the first existent is more complex than Avicenna’s, requiring deeper scrutiny.

Materials & Methods

As with other research on Farabi, it is essential, before embarking on a study, to
distinguish between the works attributed to him in terms of their authenticity and then
examine their content. Regarding the central issue of this article, there are profound and
fundamental differences between the authentic and non-authentic works attributed to
Farabi, and failing to distinguish them would result in a conflation of various views and
imprecision in reporting and analyzing Farabt’s thought. As | suggested in the article
“The First existence and its attributes in Farabr's view” (Kiankhah, 2022b), many
historical books and research papers have attributed the ideas presented in treatises such
as al-Da‘awr al-galbiyya, Shar/ risalat Zinin al-kabir, and ‘Uyin al-masaz il to Farabi
without scrutinizing their authenticity, simply because these treatises contained
significant material on theology and proofs of God' s existence. However, these treatises
often align with an Avicennan intellectual approach. The author or authors of these
three treatises, and similar works, emphasize the distinction between existence and
quiddity, as well as necessity and possibility, proving God's existence based on
possibility and necessity. In contrast, an examination of the views presented in the
definitively authentic works of Farabi shows that, unlike Avicenna, he did not consider
the distinction between essential necessity and essential possibility in his metaphysics,
and, in fact, he never describes God as the Necessary Existent (wajib al-wujid).

Thus, when examining the proofs for God's existence in Farabr's view, it is crucial
to consider such proofs separately in his definitively authentic works and in more
doubtful ones, in order to avoid conflating the differing views presented in these two
groups of writings.

Discussion & Result

Overadl, after examining the proofs for God's existence in the works attributed to
Farabi, the following points can be noted.

1. An examination of Farabi's works reveals that those doubtfully attributed to him
present clear-cut proofs for God's existence based on the distinction between existence
and quiddity, as well as necessity and possibility. The fact that these proofs are
grounded in principles that contradict Farabr' s theoretical foundations, along with other
evidence in the texts, strengthens the hypothesis that these works were not authored by



Abstract 170

him. Many researchers, without acknowledging this, have cited these works to argue
that Farabi was the first philosopher to view God as the essentially Necessary Existent
and to present the proof from necessity and possibility for God's existence, thus
rejecting Avicenna’ s role as the originator of these arguments.

2. A review of Farabt s definitively authentic works reveals that al-Huraif, Taksil al-
sa ‘ada, Falsafa Arastiizalis, and Fusal muntaza‘a contain a version of the causal proof
for the existence of the first existence when establishing the necessity of the third
branch of the theoretical sciences, namely theology.

3. While Ara’ ahl al-madinat al-fadila and al-Syasat al-madaniyya contain the most
extensive theological discussions among Farabi's works and provide detailed
presentations of the proof from the unity of the first existent and the proof from the
negation of opposites, they do not explicitly offer a clear-cut proof for the existence of
the first existent. However, there are passages in Ara’ ahl al-madinat al-fadila where it
appears that Farabi seeks to establish the existence of the First Existence through an
analysis of its essence.

4. It seems that the reason Farabi does not present a proof for God's existence in his
two major works, Ara’ ahl al-madinat al-fadila and al-Syasat al-madaniyya, is that he
assumes God's existence, having already somewhat established it in Tajsil al-sa‘ada
and similar works. Thus, he begins his discussions with an explanation and analysis of
the problems concerning God and higher principles. In Taksil al-sa ‘ada, he emphasized
the necessity of addressing theology without fully engaging with it.

5. One contribution of this article is the examination of evidence for rejecting the
attribution of three treatises to Farabi: ‘Uyin al-masz’il, al-Da‘awr al-qalbiyya, and
Shar/ risalat Zinin al-kabir. This helps researchers of Farabi avoid errorsin attributing
philosophical views to him and accurately assess Avicenna's innovations in presenting
proofs for God's existence.

Conclusion

According to the findings of this research, some of the works attributed to Farabi
contain a clear proof of God's existence based on the distinction between existence and
quiddity, as well as necessity and possibility (the proof of necessity and possibility).
The assertion of this argument on these two basic principles that Farabi did not achieve
in his definitive works as well as some other evidences in the text of these works,
strengthens the hypothesis of not attributing them to Farabi. On the other hand, referring
to Farabi's definitively authentic works shows that he did not alocate a clear and
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specific part to this argument and did not establish a clearly formulated argument for the
existence of God. But despite this, it cannot be said that he had no interest in proving
the existence of God; Because some of his statements in describing the stages of
acquiring theoretical sciencesinclude akind of causality proof over the proof of the first
entity. Therefore, hisway of proving the existence of God can be considered as proof of
causality.
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Farabi, 1890, Alfarabi's philosophische Abhandlungen, herausgegeben von F. Dieterici, Leiden, Brill.



