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Abstract

By posing this question, what is Messianism? , we have tried to analyze Messianism as
“waiting for an agent to exit a situation”. Initialy, we discussed the importance of
situations that Messianism orients towards. We then demonstrate different orientations
of Messianism in various situations. Furthermore, by acknowledging the diversity of
orientations, we emphasize the perpetual nature of the "desire to exit a situation,"
articulate the continuity of Messianic moments based on this desire. The significance of
research on the concept of Messianism lies in that it is generally perceived as a one-
dimensional and self-contained concept. One-dimensionality implies that Messianism is
often limited to the expectations of prophesied religions, which is self-contained and
lacks relevance to any specific situation. Thus, the goal of this research has been to de-
status Messianism and illustrate more comprehensive facets of it. Through an
descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on relevant theoretical sources in the
humanities, we pursued our research goal within the theoretical framework employed.
In conclusion, the research demonstrated that Messianism is not merely a religious
concept based on idealism but a concept that encompasses all levels and aspects of
human existence.
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I ntroduction

The concept of Messianism is one of the concepts that has received attention in recent
yearsin various fields of study. In addition, today we are witnessing an atmosphere that
is fascinated by topics such as: the threat to the planet Earth, the end of the world, the
prospect of the extinction of the human race, and other such topics. We see the
reflection of this atmosphere in the multitude of apocalyptic movies, and by the way, the
acceptance of this genre. Therefore, research on Messianism has gained more attraction.
But what is evident in most of the studies is that waiting for the savior has meaning only
with Messianism. And the savior is generally synonymous with the savior of religions.
And for this reason, in the approaches that believe in the savior of religions; Or the
focus is on the comparative studies of the savior in religions, or the background of
Messianism in periods, or the biographies of the claimants of Messianism, or similar
topics. and in approaches that do not believe in the savior of religions; Either the focus
is on the negation of the background of Messianism, or the lack of compatibility of
Messianism with the reality of the universe, or similar topics. But in all these
approaches that have a prejudgment view and reduce waiting for the savior to
Messianism, what is less noticed is Messianism itself. The question is, what is
Messianism itself? Its conceptual capacities are only in its religious meaning?

Materials & Methods

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical. And it has been done based on the
emphasis on the desire to exit a situation. In this research, the concept of Messianism
has been investigated based on its conceptual capacities and its phenomena.

Discussion & Result

The desire to exit a situation means that desire in human nature that is always in search
of a new perspective. Whenever a situation feels undesirable, the desire demands
another situation. Man aways lives with this desire. Until this desire is stimulated,
Messianism is meaningless. People feel a situation is undesirable. Their desire is to exit
an unfavorable situation. They wish for a different situation. And because they see
themselves helpless, they wish for a savior. They are waiting for the savior. Waiting for
a savior is waiting for an agent to create another situation. So, the savior is the agent
that fulfills the desire to exit of their situation. The savior is the answer to their desire. If
there is no desire for them, there is no wish for the savior to come. The orientation of
Messianism is based on their desire. Those who wait give orientation to waiting.
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Waiting does not give them direction. So the issue becomes this; Is the desire to exit a
situation only related to religious life? The answer is no. Non-believers aso live with
the desire to exit a situation. Wishing and waiting for one agent to create another
situation is not only related to religious life. For example, consider the situation of acity
as a result of an enemy attack in the 13th century of AH. The city is left defenseless.
The war situation is unfavorable for the people of the city. They wish to be freed from
this situation. In their opinion, the prince is the agent that can make it possible to exit of
the war situation. In their eyes, the prince is a savior. They are waiting for the prince,
the prince is not waiting for them. And another example. Consider the situation of afilm
production company in Hollywood that is on the verge of bankruptcy. Their recent films
have failed at the box office. Company managers want to exit of this situation. They
sign a contract with a superstar. They are waiting for the release of the movieto achieve
high sales. In their eyes, the superstar is the savior. And another example. A little girl
has been missing in Frankfurt for several days. A worrying and frightening situation has
arisen for her mother. The mother wants to be freed from this situation and to find her
daughter. The police are looking for the girl. In the eyes of the mother, the police is the
agent that can get her out of this situation. The mother considers the police as her savior.
The mother is waiting for good news from the police. All three examples do not
correspond to religious concepts. But all three examples are waiting for the savior. And
it is clear that these saviors are not the promised saviors of religions. In all three
examples, Waiting is oriented to exit a situation. The prince, the superstar, and the
police are the agents that are supposed to create the exit from one situation and the
construction of another situation. As the promised savior of religion is supposed to do.
But, waiting for each of them is oriented in relation to different situations. Therefore,
whenever we are going to talk about Messianism, we must identify which savior?
Which orientation of Messianism? Messianism about what situation?

Conclusion

Waiting for the savior is not just waiting for the promised savior of religion. And in
other words, Messianism is not just waiting for the promised savior of religion.
Although it is generaly understood this way. Messianism is a more comprehensive
concept. Waiting for the promised savior of religion is a form of it. Messianism as
“waiting for an agent to exit a situation” It flowsin al levels of human life. This means
that the promised savior of religion is the agent that is supposed to create exit a
situation. But a situation that believers feel. Non-believers fedl a different situation.
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Waiting for them is another form of waiting. The agent of to exit a situation for them is
different from the religious form. Therefore, Messianism is not only areligious concept.
And it is not only related to the predecessors. And it is not only related to the
geographies that are the origin of religions. Messianism is also ongoing in the modern
era. On the other hand, Messianism can be collective or individual. A person can wait
for an agent to create a way exit of a situation for him. While this may not be a
collective desire. And vice versa. Also, the savior can be a person, or a group. Like an
army in the eyes of the people of acity.
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