Contemporary Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2024-2025, 71-113
https.//www.doi.org/10.30465/copl.2024.48324.4133

Formic and melodic deconstruction in
Aref Qazvini's Tasnifs

Mostafa Jozi"

Abstract

"Tasnif", which was referred to as "Soroud" or "Trang" in different eras, finds its real
manifestation and evolution in the constitutional era. Keeping the precedence of
"Sheyda' (1222-1285 A.H.), Aref Qazvini (1312-1259 A.H.) plays an important role in
the genius and prosperity of the Tasnif, as an important, effective and popular literary
genre. This research seeks to investigate and analyze the structural violations of mystic
Tasnif, especially in the field of form and melody, in comparison with single poetry,
and to reveal its prominent features, which are the result of the seamless symmetry of
words and melody.
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Introduction

In the boundless range of literature, Tasnif is one of the literary categories with a deep
structure of the people, which is usually left abandoned and neglected due to the
undisputed dominance of official and sometimes court literature. As it has generaly
been an oral processin its primary structure and organization and is considered popular
literature by many researchers, it has been neglected and neglected.

One of the reasons for the obscurity of Tasnif and the lack of attention to it is the
lack of recording and writing of popular compositions and songs, especially before the
congtitutional period. Scattered and limited examples of pre-constitutional songs and
Tasnif can be found in Tazkires and historical books. The composition in today's sense
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and with its musical form is arelatively new phenomenon that finds a new life since the
beginning of the constitutional period. The leader of this movement is Arif Qazvini, a
prominent poet and composer of Tasnif of the constitutional period, whose poems and
Tasnifist played an important role in the course of the constitutiona revolution and
created excitement among the fighters and freedom seekers.

Materialsand Methods

This research has been done by descriptive-analytical method. The working method has
been such that by using library sources and articles related to the subject, the desired
dips were prepared and after that by studying and examining the structure of Arif's
Tasnifs and paying close attention to their melodic reading (combination of words and
melody) using We used the method of content analysis to extract data and analyze the
ballads. Our source for Arif's Tasnifs is the general edition of Saif Azad by Dr.
Rezazadeh Shafag. In referencing the Tasnifsin the text, first the number of the Tasnifs
and then the page number are mentioned.

Discussion and Results

One of the best manifestations of the relationship between poetry and music is "Tasnif".
The Tasnif , in the era of constitutionalism, as an effective literary genre, with a
fundamental transformation in form and content in comparison with the weak and
sometimes vulgar Tasnif of the previous periods, enters the field of life. Aref Qazvini, a
poet, freedom fighter and undisputed composer of Tasnif of this age, is considered the
origin and pioneer of this wonderful transformation. Aref saved the Tasnif from the
common vulgarity of the previous eras and gave it dignity and closeness, and by
changing the form and language of the Tasnif, he introduced it as aliterary genre and at
the same time popular. In this research, while introducing "Tasnif" as an effective
literary genre in the era of constitutionalism, we investigate and analyze the linguistic
and formal deviations of Aref Qazvini's Tasnifs; In this regard, "Rhythm" and "poetic
form" and the interaction and intermingling of these two categories, as well as the
structure and form of the works, as the main indicators of the formation of the external
form, have been the basis of the research.

The findings of this research show that the Tasnif has a unique and different form
and structure from the single poem, which is completely under the control of rhythm
and melody. The result of this melodic rule is linguistic, musical and formal deviations
from the norm, which in the form of special novelties and special prosody additions, the
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dominance of the musical reading of the Tasnif over its written form, the semantic and
formal connection of the form and rhythm, and the accompaniment of the words with
the rhythm and melody are evident becomes.

Conclusion

The congtitutional erais the period of flourishing and real emergence of "Tsanif" as an
important and influential tool of social struggles and freedom. The true standard-bearer
and true creator of this literary genre is Arif Qazvini, a freedom-loving and passionate
poet of the constitutional period. Aref introduced "Tasnif" as a "literary genre" and
exalted it. His creative mind, rich voice, and his focus on music have made him an
incomparable "composer of Tasnif". The musical system governing the mystic's mind
has had a direct impact on his speech and language, so that the external form and verbal
structure of his compositions are completely under the control of this system. The
musical "melody" and "rhythm" of his works have influenced and transformed the form
of poetry, so that the rhythm of his poetry changes in line with the change of rhythm
and music, and even his poetic form follows this evolution and It is a transformation.
Here, the Tasnif is separated from the single poem due to its melodic and verbal
composition. Aref starts a Tasnif with a rhythm and beat, and then changes the rhythm
according to his melodic needs, and as a result, his poem finds a different prosaic
rhythm along with the rhythm, and the stanzas of the poetic form By changing the
rhyme system, it changes and rolls from one stanza to another stanza with a different
rhyme and even a different number of verses. The undisputed rule of melody and
rhythm has an important effect on the prosodic rhythms of the compositions, in such a
way that it causes the creation of rare and unprecedented prosodic rhythms and special
musical additions, which are the criteria for recognizing the rhythms in these
compositions and the norm of evasions and musical and prosodic additions, paying
attention to Rhythm and song and its performance is accompanied by music. During this
musical structure, the length of the stanzas is shortened and Iengthened according to the
melodic necessity of the Tasnif, in such away that it can be seen from one stanza to ten
stanzasin his Tasnifs.
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