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A Comparative Study of Interpretive Methods of Ayatollah Khamenei
and Contemporary Mufassirs from Both Schools in Deriving Rules and
Principles of Quranic Governance from Surah As-Saff
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Abstract

Mankind’s individual and social prosperity is the ultimate goal of divine revelation and
the Holy Quran. A Quranic Mufassir strives to present their understanding of the
Quranic verses based on their intellectual needs, expertise, methodology, and unique
approach to external events. His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei is a Mufassir who has
been able to derive specific issues and rulings aligned with the discourse of governance
by emphasizing the social and political dimensions of the Quran. Governance, distinct
from the concept of statesmanship, emphasizes the role of values and public groups in
managing societal affairs. By comparing his interpretive method with other contemporary
social Mufassirs, it becomes evident that: Ayatollah Khamenei demonstrates a distinctive
focus on extending interpretation through contemplation (tadabbur) and its application
to contemporary contexts. Although governance-related rulings have been somewhat
addressed by other contemporary Mufassirs, his unique experience in governance and
the conditions of the revolution set his approach apart. Through his interpretive method,
he has guided others to derive several rules and principles of governance, including the
duty of leaders to educate society, the necessity of combating falschood, the
recommendation to unite with the mujahideen, the need to prevent the degredation of
believers resulting from neglect of divine rulings, the prohibition of harming divine
leaders by believers, the necessity of accepting jihad, and other related matters. This
research, based on its comparative nature, adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and
relies on a library-based method of data collection.

Keywords: Governance, Surah As-Saff, Ayatollah Khamenei, Interpretive Method,
Tafsir, Holy Quran.
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