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Objective: The rituals, beliefs, culture, and worldview of a nation's ancestors can be
uncovered through the study of literary texts. It is impossible to deny the impact of
mysticism and its teachings on these texts. Considering the difficulty of literary
texts, rewriting is a way to convey concepts to today's readers. Therefore, the review
of rewrites is of great importance. Based on the descriptive-analytical method, this
research aims to identify the mystical terms "The Tale of the Ascetic and the Thief"
of Kalileh and Demeneh and analyze them using the method of semantic
components and their importance in understanding the message of the story teller
and finally how to reflect these terms. Examine and criticize in the contemporary
rewritings of Kalileh and Damneh. To achieve this goal, in the first step, the mystical
terms of the original text were identified, in the second step, each of these terms was
explained using mystical texts close to the original text and its semantic components
were extracted, and in the third step, the equivalent of these terms in Contemporary
rewritings were extracted and the meanings of these equivalents were determined
using contemporary cultures. In the final step, the equivalents of these terms were
reviewed. The findings show that in most cases, the rewriting has not been able to
transfer part of the semantic components. It seems that one of the significant
obstacles for conveying the message of the original text is the translation of this type
of terms and structure in the rewritings of Kalileh and Demeneh.
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Introduction

Classical literary texts provide information about the rituals, beliefs, culture, and worldview of a nation, but
today these texts are difficult for a large part of society to understand. Rewriting is a method for conveying
the concepts of these texts to contemporary readers and is considered a type of translation. Jakobson (1959:
233) introduces three types of translation, including intralingual, interlingual, and intersemiotic, and
rewriting can be considered a type of intralingual translation. In the literary works of the past, especially the
works of the sixth century such as Kalileh and Demeneh, the influence of mysticism and Sufism is evident.
Zarrinkoub (1344, pp. 219-220) believes that the influence of Sufism in Islamic society, especially Iran, is
very extensive and prevalent in various aspects of life. Therefore, examining how mystical terms and themes
are rendered in the rewritings of literary texts is important, because, according to Hashemi and Ghazanfari
Moghadam (1393, p. 4), the translation of cultural elements and concepts is one of the most difficult
problems of translation. Semantics is the scientific study of meaning (Safavi, 1379, p. 31), and the value of
each linguistic unit is in reciprocal relation with other units (Geerarts, 1395, p. 125). The words of each
period have special meanings depending on the chain in which they are used, and attention to synchronic
words and semantic components, especially for works such as Kalileh and Demeneh that have been rewritten
extensively, is important. One method of extracting the meaning of a word is "componential analysis."
Safavi (1391a: 31) believes that so far, no method more scientific and explicit than componential analysis
has been presented in the interpretation of the meaning of sentences in a language. The "semantic
component" by modeling the phonological component and the necessary and sufficient conditions in logical
semantics, is the contrastive unit and the minimum concept of a word. Analyzing concepts through semantic
components is called componential analysis. Safavi (1384, p. 112) calls the semantic components of a
concept the signs of that concept. "Semantic neutralization" is the neutralization of the opposition between
the signs of the language (Safavi, 1384, p. 52). According to Saussure, the "linguistic sign" is the relationship
between the signifier and the signified (ibid., pp. 116-117). The process of "semantic neutralization" can
also be presented in the use of the unmarked word (ibid., p. 52). The meaning of "context" is a network that
connects the parts of the text (Shiri, 1382, p. 9), and the "message" is a set of information that is transmitted
from the speaker to the audience (Safavi, 1391b: p. 41). Each linguistic structure, whether in the original
text or in the rewritten text, has a set of information (ibid.: p. 44) that is divided into two groups: intralingual
and extralingual (ibid.: p. 46). Intralingual information can be extracted through componential analysis
(Lyons, 1391, p. 317). In this research, componential analysis is the basis for identifying the common and
different features of the original text and the equivalents of the rewritten texts of Kalileh and Demeneh.
Using the descriptive-analytical method, this research has identified the mystical terms of the "Tale of the
Ascetic and the Thief" in Kalileh and Demeneh, analyzed them using the method of semantic components,
and examined and critiqued how these terms are reflected in the contemporary rewritings of Kalileh and
Demeneh. The authors whose works have been studied in this research include: Mohammadi (1391),
Vahdani (1391), Mirzarezaei (1393), Mousavi (1396), Abolhasani (1397), Farrokh (1398), and Hababi
(1402). The common feature of these rewritings is the complete rewriting of Kalileh and Demeneh for the
adult age group. The research questions include determining the mystical terms of the "Tale of the Ascetic
and the Thief" and examining how these terms are reflected in the contemporary rewritings of Kalileh and
Demeneh.

Research methodology

In the first step, the apparently mystical themes of the "Tale of the Ascetic and the Thief" were identified
and extracted; in the second step, using important sources close to the original text (close in terms of time),
the set of information of each unit was extracted by analyzing the semantic components; in the third step,
the equivalents of each of these words were extracted from eight selected rewritten texts and compared with
the original text; in the fourth step, this comparison was reported explicitly in the form of a table. In the
final step, the equivalents of these terms and the rewriter's performance in transferring the original text to
the rewritten text were critiqued and examined.
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Discussion

The words used in a linguistic community reveal its mystical characteristics (Safavi, 1391: 54). In the "Tale
of the Ascetic and the Thief" in Kalileh and Demeneh, words such as iradat (devotion), sohbat
(companionship), tarigat (path), tariq (way), and mahram (intimate) indicate the mystical context of the
text.

Original text: "A king gave an ascetic a fine robe and a valuable garment. A thief saw it in him, coveted it,
and approached him with an expression of iradat (devotion) and said: | want to be in your sohbat
(companionship) and learn the manners of tarigat (the path). In this tariq (way), he became mahram
(intimate) with him. He lived gently until he found an opportunity and took all the clothes." (Nasrallah

Monshi, 1387: p. 63)

In the original text (Nasrallah Monshi, 1387: p. 63), a thief approaches an ascetic by feigning iradat and
seeking sohbat and tarigat, and by gaining his trust, steals his valuable garment. These words, in a connected
chain, are key to understanding the message of the tale.

By feigning iradat, the thief intends to deceive the ascetic. In mysticism, iradat means the desire and
submission of the murid (disciple) to the sheikh (master) (Sohrawardi, 1375, p. 44). Sohbat also means
companionship and benefiting from the teachings of the sheikh (Mostamali, 1363, vol. 1, p. 181; Hojviri,

1375, p. 20; Sohrawardi, 1375, pp. 40, 42, 164; Ezzeddin Kashani, 1325, p. 218). By accepting the thief,
the ascetic shows that he has not yet reached perfection, because piran (masters) avoid worldly possessions
(Nasafi, 1386b, p. 128). By accepting the valuable garment, the ascetic reveals his greed (Nasrallah Monshi,
1387: p. 78). The plot of the tale lies within these words. The thief becoming mahram and stealing the
garment is the result of the mystical concepts of these words.

Conclusion

This research, relying on the descriptive-analytical method, sought to extract the mystical terms of the "Tale
of the Ascetic and the Thief" in Kalileh and Demeneh. The words iradat (devotion), sohbat
(companionship), tarigat (path), tarig (way), mahram (intimate), and rifg (gentleness) in the mentioned tale,
with the analyses performed in the chain in which they are used, were proven to be used in the mystical
technical sense. In the next step, using the method of componential analysis, the semantic components of
these words were extracted. The extracted semantic components of these words are given in the table below:

| Mystical Term || Semantic Components |
Iradat "[+request], [+desire], [+love], [+sincerity], [+apprenticeship], [+submission], and
[+delegation]."
| Sohbat || "[+companionship], [+association], [+apprenticeship], [+benefit], and [+submission].” |
| Tarigat || "[+request], [+inner meaning], [+action], [+apprenticeship], [+training], and [+refinement].” |
| Tariq || "[+method], [+rules], and [+obligation]."” |
Mahram "[+human], [+permission], [+entering another's house], [-strangerhood], [+proximity], and
[+Sufi]."
| Rifg || "[+compatibility], [+gentle behavior], and [+obedience]." |

In the end, how these terms are reflected in the contemporary rewritings of Kalileh and Demeneh was
examined and critiqued. The findings show that, despite the markedness of these terms in the original text,
their equivalents in the rewritten text - according to the definition that contemporary dictionaries provide of
these equivalents - are unmarked compared to the extracted semantic components. While it seems that the
words that have taken shape in the mind and consequently in the text of the original author each have specific
semantic components; in this situation, the message of the original text, which is based on these components,
has not been properly conveyed in the rewriting process. In most cases, the rewriters have not been able to
convey part of the semantic components, and it seems that one of the significant obstacles to conveying the
information of the original text's message is the rendering of these types of terms, especially this type of
chain and structure, in the rewritings of Kalileh and Demeneh.
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