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The critical approach of contemporary Orientalists in Islamic and Qur’anic
research is primarily anchored in two central axes: the examination of Islamic
sources in general and the Qur’an in particular. This approach, focusing on -
hadith- (Prophetic traditions) and Islamic tradition as key interpretive sources
for Qur’anicissues, engages with topics such as the temporal and spatial origins
of the Qur’an and the degree of its historical credibility in reconstructing events
from early Islam. A central concern of these studies is assessing the validity of
Islamic sources for representing the “true history” of Islam, without addressing
the Qur’an’s revelatory nature or the prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). The present study, aiming to elucidate and critique these approaches
while affirming the authenticity of Islam and the supremacy of Qur’anic
revelation over other divine religions, employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology. Through library research and data analysis, it examines both
traditional and critical perspectives of Orientalists. The findings reveal that
Orientalist hypotheses about the sources of the Qur’an—often grounded in
perceived parallels between the Qur’an and earlier texts such as the Torah and

the Gospels—are deemed invalid by Muslim scholars and are methodologically
flawed. These outcomes underscore the limitations of Western analytical

frameworks in engaging with the Qur’an and Islamic sources, demonstrating

the inadequacy of prevalent Orientalist approaches in explaining Islamic
history.
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