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Khalil ibn Ahmad's Phonological Theory and Indian Linguistics
Translated by Sayyed Ahmad Reza Qaem-Maqami

Abstract: Since the 19th century, some scholars have speculated that the structure of Kitab al-Ayn by Khalil ibn
Ahmad was influenced by Sanskrit phonetics. However, Stefan Wild has further elaborated on this hypothesis in
greater detail.

This article presents a translation of selected passages from his work that specifically address this subject.
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Das Kitab al-‘Ain und die arabische Lexikographie (Wiesbaden, 1965), 37-40.
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“Neues zur iltesten arabischen Lexikographie”.
2. K. Vollers, “The System of Arabic Sounds as based upon Sibaweih and Ibn Yiish”, Transactions of the
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5. K. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Literatur (Weimar, 1898), 1, 972.
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B. Liebich, Panini, Ein Beitrag zur Kenntnis der indischen Literatur und Grammatik, Leipzig, 1891.
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W. S. Allen, Phonetics in Ancient India, London, 1953: “The Indian Influence on Western Phonetics”.
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3. O. Bohtlingk, Paninis Grammatik, berausgegeben, iibersetzt und erliutert..., Leipzig, 1887, 1.
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