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Tazidan? Tasidan? Nahidan?
Masoud Rastipour

Abstract: This article critically examines an obscure verse from the Shabnameb, focusing on its semantic
dimensions, and textual transmission. By prioritizing the earliest extant witnesses, it investigates the causes
of scribal and editorial alterations and emendation over time. The study analyzes orthographic and
interpretive variations while advocating for the authenticity of the reading proposed by Mostafa Jeyhouni:
“sar-e sarkeshan andar amad be kbab / ze tazidan-e badpayan bar ab” (i.e., “The warriors became drowsy from
the swift [but soft] movement of the horses on the water”). Alternative lexical variants, such as tasidan and
nahidan —proposed in place of tazidan— are dismissed as erroneous and later distortions. Furthermore, the
research supports Jeyhouni’s argument for the reintegration of the subsequent verse, which has been
relegated to the margins in the Moscow and Khaleghi-Motlagh editions of Shabnameh. This subsequent verse
is recognized as an early textual witness alluding to the cultural phenomenon of the bazi-e kbial (i.c.,
“Shadow Play”).

Keywords: Tazidan, Tasidan, Nabidan, Shabnameb, Critical edition, More difficult reading, Scribal
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