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Keywords

The late Azizollah Attarodi, a prominent contemporary hadith schol-
ar, made significant efforts in collecting, translating, and promoting
the narrations of the Infallible Imams (a.s.). Among these efforts
was the compilation and organization of the narrations of the Ahl
al-Bayt (a.s.) into Musnad form, categorized according to each in-
dividual Imam. With regards to the narrations of Imam Reza (a.s.),
in addition to collecting, organizing, and publishing them under the
title “Musnad al-Imam al-Reza Abi al-Hasan Ali ibn Musa (a.s.)”,
Attarodi also undertook the translation of the narrations of this work,
titling it “Akhbar wa Athar Hazrat Imam Reza (a.s.)” (Narrations
and Works of Imam Reza (a.s.)). Mr. Attarodi has made some errors
in the translation of certain narrations, and the resulting translation
does not accurately reflect the Arabic text of the narrations. There-
fore, this research, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to
answer the question: what criticisms can be made of the translation
of Musnad Imam Reza (a.s.)? The research findings indicate that at
least five main criticisms can be levied against the translation: 1. Mis-
takes in finding the equivalent meanings of words; this area itself is
open to criticism in two aspects: a. Incorrectly assigning the meaning
of words; b. Translating general words as masculine. 2. Mistakes in
translating phrases and sentences. 3. Mistakes in translating meta-
phors. 4. Not translating some words and phrases. 5. Adding sentenc-
es and phrases that do not appear in the original Arabic text.

Attarodi, Musnad al-Imam al-Reza (a.s.), Akhbar wa Athar Hazrat
Imam Reza (a.s.), Translation of Musnad, Translation Criticism.
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Introduction

This article presents a detailed and critical analysis of the Persian translation of
Musnad al-Imam al-Reza Abi al-Hasan Ali ibn Musa (a.s.), a significant collec-
tion of hadith attributed to Imam Reza (a.s.). The original Arabic text was com-
piled with scholarly rigor by the Azizollah Attarodi, a respected contemporary
hadith scholar. Beyond his compilation efforts, Attarodi also undertook the task
of translating the work into Persian, publishing it under the title Akhbar wa Athar
Hazrat Imam Reza (a.s.). The central argument of this article is that, despite
Attarodi’s commendable intention to make these vital religious texts accessible
to a Persian-speaking audience, his translation exhibits significant inaccuracies
and inconsistencies that compromise its faithfulness to the original Arabic. The
author of this article employ a descriptive-analytical methodology to systemati-
cally dissect these flaws, identifying specific instances where the translation de-
viates from the source material, and providing detailed explanations of the errors
and their effects on the meaning.

The core of the article is structured around five primary criticisms that are lev-
eled against Attarodi’s Persian translation, each of which is supported by a vari-
ety of specific examples from the text:

1. Inaccuracies in Determining the Equivalent Meaning of Words:

This crucial point is further subdivided into two sub-categories, exposing the
intricate nature of the issues:

* a. Erroneous Assignments of Word Meanings: This sub-section is replete with
examples demonstrating Attarodi’s frequent misinterpretations of the basic and
contextual meanings of individual words. The article shows how, for instance,
the term “\ 5k is translated as simply “look” or “behold”, ignoring the more
subtle contextual nuances which imply “giving respite” or “delay”. The author
state that this can be seen by referring to other similar hadith with similar con-
texts. This section heavily criticizes Attarodi’s apparent tendency to rely on his
own preconceived notions about words, rather than referring to classical Ara-
bic dictionaries or thoroughly examining the specific contextual setting of each
narration. Additional examples are provided, such as his incorrect translation
of “Ie¥ as “heartbroken” instead of “fearful” or “scared”, and his erroneous
interpretation of “il” as “sin and corruption” instead of the more appropriate
“major sins”.

* b. Overly Gendered Translations of Gender-Neutral Words: This sub-section
demonstrates how Attarodi frequently translates terms that are generic in Arabic,
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and refer to all people, as exclusively masculine. Terms such as “alall” (the
fasting one) is translated as “a fasting man”, when it should be “one who fasts”.
Another similar instance of this error is in his mistranslation of “Jdalal\” (the ig-
norant one) as “an ignorant man”, rather than “an ignorant person”. According
to the author, these instances reveal Attarodi’s failure to comprehend the specific
nuances of the Arabic language, wherein the masculine form is frequently used
in a general sense, applicable to people of all genders, unless the context speci-
fies otherwise.

2. Err ors in Translating Phrases and Sentences:

This section examines Attarodi’s inability to grasp the meanings of complete
phrases and sentences, demonstrating a lack of thorough understanding of the
holistic meaning of narrations. The article highlights the necessity of consid-
ering the broader context of the hadith. For instance, the author explains how
Attarodi completely misinterprets the phrase “4ieal) Ca uu‘zﬂ-' JL iy, where
he wrongly assumes this hadith is a continuation of a previous discussion of the
evil consequences of gossip. In reality, this is a separate ethical teaching regard-
ing the importance of mamtammg respect within relationships. Furthermore, he
mcorrectly translates “o-3YL Ol 53Y1” as “accountability” when the term actually
means “excessive familiarity”. Another instance of this problem is Attarodi’s er-
roneous translation of the phrase “Wiasszd (il 5 Ll % 438 which is translated to
indicate physical and sexual preparation when it actually refers to the emotional
and spiritual care required to maintain healthy relationships, and the removal
of negativity by a loving husband. The article presents more examples of this,
including his incorrect translations of a literary expression about the virtues of
silence, a mistranslation of an idiom about laughing, and his complete misunder-
standing of a hadith concerning receiving divine revelations.

3. Misinterpretations of Metaphorical Language:

This section shows how Attarodi’s literal approach often leads him to misinter-
pret the metaphorical language frequently used by Imam Reza (a.s.), resulting
in inaccurate translations. The author suggest that Imam Reza’s eloquence and
command of Arabic were so great that he frequently employs metaphors and
idioms to convey deeper concepts and meanings in a more poetic and profound
Way One instance of such an issue is demonstrated when the phrase “J=iG &l

u=exy” which is a literary way of saying “did not sleep”, is translated as “did not
look at her husband with anger”, completely misunderstanding the meaning and



A Critical Review of the Translation of Musnad of Imam Reza (A.S.) 208

destroying the beauty of the metaphor. Similarly, when the expression “Ge (s ¥
4513”7, which is a metaphoric way of saying “do not laugh and show your teeth”
in the context of having committed sins, is interpreted by Attarodi as a literal
instruction of “do not show your broken forehead”, missing the true meaning of
the literary expression.

4. Omission of Words and Phrases in Translation:

Here, the article presents numerous instances where Attarodi simply omits
words or phrases from the original Arabic text, resulting in incomplete and often
misleading translations. This negligence is particularly egregious when the omit-
ted words or phrases are essential to the overall meaning of the hadith. One such
instance is where the word “4=” is completely omitted. Similarly, Attarodi fails
to translate the word “(+23l”) which means “five” when used as an adjective,
leading to a mistranslation of a famous Hadith. The article also presents further
examples where entire segments of hadith were omitted by the translator.

5. Insertion of Extraneous Sentences and Phrases:

This final section highlights how Attarodi sometimes inserts sentences and
phrases into his Persian translation that have no basis in the original Arabic.
Such additions are not easily justified, even as interpretive clarifications, as they
are completely new insertions. One example provided is that of Attarodi’s trans-
lation of a Hadith describing Imam Reza’s clothing, where he adds that the Imam
wore “expensive clothing” when the Arabic only mentions that he “appeared
decorated” for the public: “a) &5 &l 55 13 2", Another notable example
provided is his addition of the word “play” in the context of describing intima-

cy between married couples, where the text only uses the word for “affection”:
LS A 8 G
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