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Article Info Abstract
Article Type: Panofsky is one of the most important researchers of the iconology approach.
Research Article Iconology examines the meaning of the artwork.Panofsky distinguished

three levels of meaning(pre-iconographic description,iconographic analy-

sis,iconographic interpretation).in the reading of works of art the two paint-
Article History: ing of Imam Reza’s footsteps and the saving of people in the sea by him are
fromTahmasabi’s Falnama,which was commissioned by Shah Tahmasib Sa-
favi.The Safavids attributed their lineage to Imam Kazem.they paid special
attention to his son,Imam Reza who played an important role in the influence
of Shiism in Iran.The purpose of the research is how to read the iconology of
two paintings related to Imam Reza in Tahmasabi’s Falnama with Panofsky’s
opinions.This research seeks to answer these questions, how is the iconolo-
gy analysis of these two painting with Panofsky’s opinions?Considering the
In Revised Form: cultural and religious context of Shah Tahmasab period,what are the struc-
April 27,2024 tural and visual characteristics of two paintings? What fundamental values

of the period of Tahmasab do the iconologic analysis of these two paintings

reveal?This research is conducted in a qualitative and comparative-analytical
Accepted: manner and the method of collecting materials is done in a library manner
August 19, 2024 and with an iconology approach.it seems that the painter in the image of
the steps by using the form of a footstool in the mihrab, is simultaneously
reminding the three steps associated with the Muslim Qibla and, as a result,
the principles of Shiite Islam,monotheism,prophecy and imamate.It is also a
document because in that period,the footprints in Nishabur were the expres-
sion of the footsteps of Imam Reza.In the second painting the painter por-
trays Tahmasab in the form of Imam Reza the promoter of Shia in Iran, and
refers to the incident of Humayun Gorkani’s request for help from Tahmasab.
Finally subconsciously it refers to the fundamental values of Tahmasb’s peri-
od which are the important Shiite principles and the emphasis onTahmasb’s
legitimacy
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Introduction

The iconologic approach deals with the meaning of a work of art in the context
of its historical and cultural period. This theory was presented by Panofsky as
a practical theory with practical examples. For him, the reading of a work of
art has three stages: pre-iconographic description, iconographic analysis, and
iconographic interpretation. The two painting of Imam Reza’s footsteps and the
saving of people in the sea by him are from Tahmasabi’s Falnama (967-962 AH),
which is from a valuable manuscript of the Qazvin and was commissioned by
Shah Tahmasb Safavi. The aim of this research is to examine the iconology of the
two paintings related to Imam Reza in the Tahmasabi’s Falnama and, based on
this, to understand the fundamental values of Shah Tahmasb’s period.The main
question is how the iconologic analysis of these two paintings in the Tahmasabi’s
Falnama with Panofsky’s ideas and what symbolic values of Shah Tahmasb’s
period are revealed in this way?

Methodology

The nature of this research is fundamental and is carried out using a compara-
tive-analytical method. The analysis of information is qualitative. The method of
collecting information is based on studies and research findings in a library and
printed documents. The tool for collecting information is taking notes and taking
photographs of written sources. The statistical population is thirty paintings of
the Tahmasabi’s Falnama and The statistical sample is two paintings related to
Imam Reza (Imam Reza’s footsteps and the saving of people in the sea by him)
in the Tahmasabi’s Falnama, which were painted during the reign of Shah Tah-
masb. This research examines these two paintings with an iconologic approach
with Panofsky’s views.

Results

In the first semantic stage of Panovsky, in the iconography of the painting of
the footstool of Imam Reza, a large footprint appears; people have fallen to the
ground as a sign of supplication or are praying in that place; which instills a
sense of sacred space. In the second semantic stage, the painter refers to the
footstool of Imam Reza in the city of Nishapur, where the imprint of two feet
remained and was created when Imam Reza performed ablution. The painting is
a historical document to prove that the footprint in Nishapur was also known as
the footstool of Imam Reza before the reconstruction of Shah Abbas. The visual
form of the painting is also an expression of the Muslim qibla; therefore, the
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painter was influenced by the connection between the gibla and the footprint of
Imam Reza in Nishapur. The connection between the Quran and the footprint
of Imam Reza in the painting refers to the Hadith about the prophecy and the
Imamate. The painting also refers to the customs of pilgrimage, supplication,
and kissing the altar, which became popular during the Safavid period. In the
third semantic stage, the painting uses a visual form (footprint) to remind us
of three places related to the Qibla.1: The footprint of Prophet Abraham in the
Sacred Mosque, which is a symbol of monotheism for Muslims.2: The footprint
of the Prophet Mohammad in Jerusalem, which is a work proving his ascension
and prophethood. 3: The footprint of Imam Reza in Nishapur, which was creat-
ed during ablution and is a symbol of the principle of Imamate; therefore, the
concept of monotheism, prophethood, and Imamate is seen in the painting in the
form of an iconographic tension. The painting was also influenced by the mihrab
rugs that were popular during the Safavid period. On the other hand, the role of
footprints in various cultures is to express the presence of a specific individual;
This concept of the presence of Imam Reza in Iran has also continued to exist in
the form of the iconographic gravity in this painting. In the painting of the sava-
tion of the people by Imam Reza, in the first semantic stage of Panovsky, the art-
ist shows a person with a golden halo around his head and veil (creating a sense
of superiority and status) overcoming a demon, and the people of the sea have
taken refuge in him from that demon. In the second semantic stage, he refers to
the narrations in which the Prophet Mohammad expresses the mediation of his
household and refers to the general concept of resorting to and seeking refuge
in Imam Reza. In the third semantic stage, the iconographical extension of the
general concept of the victory of good over evil is seen in the painting; which
has been depicted in many paintings with the same pattern since ancient times.
The Falnameh painting also has similarities with its previous paintings with this
theme. On the other hand, the painting has used the motif of a person riding a
horse in a fight against the devil, which has existed since ancient times; How-
ever, considering the requirements of his society, he has placed Imam Reza in
a position of good power and has found special significance. The Safavid kings
used to claim lineage from Imam Reza to gain legitimacy. The artist has also
depicted Shah Tahmasp in the form of Imam Reza , the promoter of Shiism. He
also refers to Humayun Gurkani taking refuge in Shah Tahmasp and his conver-
sion to Shiism, which is consistent with the general theme of the painting and is
also mentioned in the painting of the offering of gifts from India in Shahnameh
Tahmasp. In the adaptation of this double painting, symbols such as the green-
red color of Imam Reza and Khosrow’’s clothes, the people’s request for help, and
also the two monkeys that help each other (the year of the monkey, the year of
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Tahmasp’s accession, and the monkey is a symbol of India) are repeated in both;
which directs the audience’s mind to this historical event and shows that the Fal-
nameh painting has similarities to the painting of the offering of gifts from India
in Shahnameh Tahmasp. With these interpretations, Shah Tahmasb has acquired
a special significance in the form of the character of Imam Reza in the painting.
In the painting of Falnameh, the painting is simpler and the importance of Shiism
is more obvious; which shows the religious developments of Shah Tahmasb in
Qazvin. It also shows the importance of promoting Shiism and the legitimacy
of Shah Tahmasb in Sunni city of Qazvin as a fundamental value of that period.

Conclusion

In response to the three questions raised, this research examined two paintings:
Imam Reza’s Step and her saving people from the sea in the Falnameh of Tah-
masb with an iconologic approach, which resulted in findings about the values
of Shah Tahmasb’s era.

Finally, in comparing the two paintings related to Imam Reza in the Tahmasabi’s
Falnama, fundamental values such as the principle of Imamate, intercession, and
refuge of Imam Reza were repeated and shared in the two paintings examined,
which shows the expansion of these Shiite concepts during the reign of Shah
Tahmasb due to his attribution to Imam Reza. The painter has consciously or un-
consciously depicted a reflection of the Shiite, historical, and social thoughts of
the reign of Shah Tahmasb in the two paintings of the Qadamgah and the saving
of the people of the sea by Imam Reza in the Tahmasabi’s Falnama.
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