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Abstract

This research examines the implications of hadiths related to the first divine creation
in the thought of two famous figures in the Islamic world, namely Allameh
tttet  ttt ’i ddd Inn yyymi..... .. € main gaaloof this rssaarhh i to nnll yee tee
points of view of these two figures who represent two different schools of thought,
namely the Shiite rationalist and the Sunni traditionist. With the descriptive-
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analytical method and the comparative approach, it is shown that Allameh Tabataba'i
is trying to explain the truth of Muhammadiyah in order to present it as an acceptable
explanation for the interpretation of the hadiths of the first creation. On the other
hand, Ibn Taymiyyah considers all the hadiths that consider the first divine creation
to be intellect to be fake and false. He considered all of them invalid without
considering other topics in the field of criticism and research in hadiths.

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabai, Ibn Taymiyyah, First Creation, the Truth of
Muhammadiyah, Intellect, Tradition.

Problem Statement

In Islamic narrations, various terms regarding the first divine creation exist,
including rationality, the pen, spirit, and light. This diversity raises several questions,
such as whether these narrations refer to different dimensions and levels of creation
or merely describe a single entity from various perspectives. Additionally, should
these narrations be interpreted and elucidated, or does the divergence of concepts
cast doubt on their validity? These questions have been addressed by researchers
from various fields and through diverse approaches. Among these, some groups,
such as the mystics, present the discussion of the truth of Muhammadiyah as a
solution to these challenges, while others, like the traditionalists, emphasize the
fabricated nature of the hadiths that identify rationality as the first creation. This
research seeks to compare the understanding of Allameh Tabatabai (representing
rationalism) and Ibn Taymiyyah (representing traditionalism) regarding the hadiths
related to the first divine creation. By identifying shared and divergent points in their
views, this study investigates the fundamental intellectual foundations of both
figures. Therefore, it aims to answer questions such as what the main foundations
are that Allameh and Ibn Taymiyyah focus on when interpreting the hadiths of the
first creation and to what extent they remain committed to these foundations in their
prominent works, "Tafsir al-Mizan" and "Majmu'at al-Fatawa", as representatives of
their respective schools of thought. For instance, it becomes evident that Allameh
Tabatabai emphasizes philosophical and rational discussions, wherein rationality
holds a significant position in understanding the narrations. However, this rationality
is not the philosophical rationality that serves as an instrument for acquiring
wwwiggge thrhhhh heeerll iaati,,,, ,, trtthrr nniaaate ddd Qrr’iii ¢ ratiolll ity taat
seeks to relate specific and apparent signs to overarching principles while remaining
free from caprice. Conversely, Ibn Taymiyyah primarily relies on the explanation of
the hadiths of the predecessors and prioritizes narration over rationality, aiming to
distinguish between explicit and speculative rationalities. However, it appears that
he unintentionally employs philosophical rationality in his stance on the narrations
of the first creation, based on the meanings attributed to rationality and its derivatives
in linguistic literature. Additionally, differences in the understanding of the concept
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of the Perfect Human and the truth of Muhammadiyah within the intellectual
framework of these two figures are observed.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach
to analyze the views of Allameh Tabatabai and Ibn Taymiyyah. The comparative
examination of these two scholarly figures, who belong to different historical and
religious contexts, allows for the discovery of the strengths and weaknesses of their
interpretations.

Findings and Results

This research shows that Allamah Tabataba'i, by examining the implications of the
narrations of the first creation and proposing philosophical and mystical discussions
under it, has tried to achieve an analysis far from polytheism and deviation.
Therefore, by emphasizing the cause-and-effect system, he has tried to explain the
truth of Muhammadiyah differently. In contrast, Ibn Taymiyyah, by considering the
narrations that consider the first divine creation to be reason to be fabricated, tries to
guide Muslims to understand reason in the sense that he believes was considered in
early Islam. This comparison shows two different perspectives, each of which in turn
can help to a deeper understanding of the hadith, philosophical, and historical
discussions. On the other hand, although both figures lived in different periods, their
perspectives are in some cases symmetrical and in some aspects different and
changed. These findings not only reveal new dimensions of religious thought, but
also answer fundamental questions about the concept of the first divine creation.
Ultimately, a comparative examination of different perspectives in this field can lead
to a broader understanding of Islamic studies.
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