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Abstract

In Muslim philosophical tradition, true knowledge of entities (external or mental) is
acquired either through the abstraction of natural universals or the contemplation of
Platonic forms. While vision is often esteemed as the noblest sense, it remains an
external faculty, with the eye serving merely as a tool for perceiving visual
phenomena. Yet, the pervasive role of the visual—termed here as". 22" (seeing)—
in descriptions of perceiving existential truths, whether metaphorical or direct, is
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undeniable. This essay explores the inseparable link between vision and the
perception of truths, focusing on the visually oriented process of grasping intelligible
essences in the realm of ideas and natural universal. After briefly examining Plato’s
and Aristotle’s paradigmatic views, the study investigates the concept of "o.x.i1" in
Islamic philosophy. Using a thought experiment that assumes a blind theorist, it
examines how the absence of vision alters the perception of existential truths. The
study concludes that these methods of perceiving true entities remain deeply tied to
the dominance of vision. Simultaneously, it proposes a visually oriented idealism at
the epistemological level, suggesting that pure ontology—understanding existence
as it is—without presupposing vision, is difficult, if not impossible. This highlights
the profound influence of vision on ontological and epistemological frameworks
Keywords: Idealism, Ocularcentrism, Islamic philosophy, Natural universal,
Platonic ideas.

Problem Statement

In the conventional understanding of classical philosophers, true knowledge pertains
to unchanging realities. These realities, referred to here as existential truths, whether
external or mental, have been primarily formulated in Islamic philosophy through
two main methods: the abstraction of natural universals (in the Aristotelian tradition)
and the vision of Platonic Forms (in the Platonic tradition). Despite the longstanding
disputes between proponents of these two methods, it appears that the descriptions
of ontological truths offered by both groups are profoundly influenced by visual
perception. Contrary to Aristotle’s famous claim that "one who lacks a sense lacks a
kind of knowledge," it seems that someone lacks vision would be deprived of true
knowledge, at least within these two approaches. Thus, the central question of this
study is whether true knowledge of objects, or at least the description of their
existential truths, as proposed in these two conventional philosophical approaches,
is possible without presupposing vision.

Method

To address this question, the study first examines several canonical works in the
Islamic philosophical tradition representing each of these two approaches. After
analyzing and describing their positions, the relationship between these positions and
visual perception is demonstrated. Subsequently, a thought experiment is proposed
to test the ocularcentreic nature of these positions. The thought experiment employed
consists of hypothetically removing the faculty of sight and vision from an individual
who subscribes to the existence of Platonic forms or abstracted universals.

Findings and Results

The results of this thought experiment indicate that both methods of perceiving
existential truths—whether Platonic Ideas or abstracted universals—are deeply
influenced by vision. For instance, in the Platonic system, knowledge relies on the
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initial vision of ldeas and their recollection through visual stimuli. In the Aristotelian
system, the abstraction of universals begins with sensory data, which is
predominantly visual. Philosophers like Suhrawardi justify the existence of Forms
through "observation," while Mulla Sadra links mystical knowledge to the vision of
divine lights. This study argues that even the philosophical language used to describe
these truths—whether literal or metaphorical—is profoundly "visual," saturated with
concepts such as "vision," "form," and "observation.” In other words, the research
demonstrates that even when philosophers seemingly transcend visual perception
and resort to reason or intuition, their language and thought remain influenced by
visual concepts. Ultimately, the paper suggests a form of ocularcentric idealism at
the epistemological level. This idealism not only highlights the dominant influence
of vision on ontological and epistemological projects but also claims that speaking
of the existence of objects "as they are" without the mediation of the eye and visual
presuppositions seems difficult, if not impossible. This conclusion does not negate
the connection to the external world but calls for a reexamination of the epistemic
presuppositions that have shaped the minds and language of philosophers.
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