Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University- Iran
Ontological Researches

Semi-Annual Scientific Journal

ISSN (print): 2345-3761 (online): 2676-4490
Type: Research

Vol.13, No. 26
Autumn 2024 & Winter 2025

Journal Homepage: www.orj.sru.ac.ir

Historical Significance of Mulla Sadra’siOntological
Approach to Classifying Virtues and Vices: A Analogy of the
Faculties of the Soul*

Fereshteh Abolhasani Niaraki?

Abstract

The present study aimed to thoroughly investigates Mulla Sadra’s ontological
approach in classification of virtues and vices. To this end, the historical origins and
development of these classifications were examined to detect the historical
significance and contributions of Mulla Sadra’s perspectives. Following the
Platonic-Aristotelian paradigm, Islamic philosophers have frequently analyzed
virtues and vices analogous to the faculties of the soul. Accordingly, Mulla Sadra’s
classification of virtues was analyzed in correspondence with an ontological
approach to analyzinglthefaculties of the soul. In his work, Mulla Sadra’ adopted
three distinct approaches to the classification of virtues and vices: (1) Binary Model,
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with a focus on the virtues of hikmah (intellectual virtue) and Aurriyyah (practical
virtue); (2) Fourfold Model adressing the four human faculties—bestial, predatory,
satanic, and angelic; and (3) Platonic-Aristotelian Model, with virtues and vices
being classified as intellectual, appetitive, and irascible faculties of the soul, allowing
for a systematic[tabulation of virtues and vices. Mulla Sadra’s analysis of the
faculties of the soul draws on Avicenna’s Al-Shifa’ and Al-Isharat as well as Fakhr
al-Din al-Razr’s Al-Mabahith al-Mashrigiyyah; however, his approach to this
classificationibearsaarstronger resemblance toghe ethical framework ofiAristotle’sf
Nicomachean Ethics. In this regard, as inferre by mystics and spiritual elites, Sadra’s
analysis of the faculties of the soul does not functionally align with the tabulated
classification of virtues and vices. His classification, to a broader extent, corresponds
to the approach of Muslim thinkers such as Tast; however, it isidistinct—despite
certain connections—from Aristotle’s classi ication of virtues.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra,niVirtues andaVices,eClassification of Ethics, Faculties of
the Soul, Comparative-Historical Analysis

Problem Statement
This study primarily aimed to explore the historical significance of Mulla Sadra’s
approach to classifying virtues and vices. Following an in-depth investigation of his
works, the study revealed the ontological frameworks underlying these
classifications and by drawing a kind diagram in each model (virtues and vices), the
historical background of each of the classifications should be analyzed through
comparative study so that we can determine the historical position of Mulla Sadra's
view. Since Islamic philosophers, inspired by Platonic-Aristotelian paradigm,
typically analyze virtues and vices analogous to the faculties of the soul, a
comparative-historical analysis of Sadra’s classification of the faculties of the soul
was also conducted. In a prevailing and widely accepted definition, virtue is
equilibrium in these faculties governed by the law of practical reason, while vice is
considered as a deviation from this balance. In line with the research objectives, the
following questions were posed:
1) How does Sadra categorize the faculties of the soul, and what are the similarities
and differences between his approach and those of earlier thinkers?
2) What are the main models of virtue and vice classification in Sadra’s works,
and what are their historical background?
3) How do Sadra’s classifications of thedsoul’s faculties relate to his ethical
classifications?

Method

This study adopted an analytical-philosophical methodology, with a focus on
conceptual, propositional, and systematic analyses. Drawing on Sadra’s complete
philosophical works, the study delved into his approaches to the classification of the
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soul’s faculties and virtuesland vices. A comparative analysis was also conducted to
compare his approaches with those of major predecessors, including Aristotle,
Avicenna, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, and Nasir al-Din al-TsI, to determine the historical
significance of Sadra’s contributions.

Findings and Results

Mulla Sadra’ offered three distinct approaches to the classification of virtues ai
vices, presented in the form of structured tables: (1) Binary Model, with a focus on
the virtues of hikmah (cognitive intellect) and Aurriyyah (practical intellect); (2)
Fourfold Model adressing the four human faculties—bestial (bakhimi), predatory
(sab 7), satanic (shaytani), and angelic (malaki); and (3) Platonic-Aristotelian Model,
with virtues and vices being classified as intellectual (rnafs natigah), appetitive (nafs
shahwiyyah), and irascible (nafs ghadabiyyah) faculties of the soul, allowing for a
systematic tabulation of virtues and vices. His classifications of virtues and vices are
closely associated with his analysis of the faculties of the soul.

[1] In theaFirst Model, Mulla Sadra introduced two key capacities of thehrational
soul, serving as the foundation for virtues and vices of the other faculties. In this
model, he attributes zZikmah and furriyyah to the theoretical and practical intellect,
respectively, with these faculties operating either in a state of balance or deviation
(excess or deficiency). Within this framework, ethics emphasizes moderation,
balance, and the "mean" as foundational principles. However, when the s secondary
wisdom and perfection are acquired by the soul, the focus shifts from balance to the
achievement of the highest levels of intellectual and practical perfection, where
balance is no longer the central concern.

[2] In the second Model,uMullas. adra analyzes the four humantfaculties andstheir
corresponding virtues and vices. His interpretation is grounded in the interplay of
the soldiers of intellect and ignorance (juniid al-‘aql wa-1-jahl), his concept
of substantial motion (karakah jawhariyyah), and the attainment of a second
nature (fizrah thaniyah). According to his interpretatioon, while humans are initially
unified as a species at the onset of creation, what differentiates them is he process of
substantial motion and the acquisition of traits over time, resulting in the following
four traits: bestial (bahimi), predatory (sab 7), satanic (shayrani), and angelic
(malaki).

[3] In his third model, which is rooted in the Platonic-Aristotelian tradition, Sadra
adopts a framework corresponding virtues and vices to the faculties of the soul.
Although closely matching with the approaches of Avicenna (Al-Shifa’ and Al-
Isharat) and Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (Al-Mabahith al-Mashrigiyyah), both of which
trace their roots to Aristotle’s De Anima, Sadra’s classification of virtues and vices
is more comparable to Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics.
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