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Abstract

Due to their linguistic and semantic complexities, some verses of the Qur'an
have always been a subject of reflection for Islamic scholars, who have
offered various interpretations. The diversity of opinions among
commentators on the grammatical challenges of certain Qur'anic words has
provided a basis for Western researchers to focus their studies on these
difficulties, particularly in recent centuries. John Burton is one of the
Orientalist Qur'an scholars who, in an article titled "Linguistic Errors in the
Quran" considers some of the challenging words in the Quran to be
linguistic errors made by the Prophet. He dismisses reports attributing the
grammatical difficulties of certain verses—such as verses 177 of Surah Al-
Bagarah, 162 of Surah An-Nisa, 69 of Surah Al-Ma'idah, and 64 of Surah
Taha—to the mistakes of the scribes of revelation, and instead assigns these
so-called linguistic errors to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). This article
aims to examine John Burton's approach both in terms of content and
structure, using a descriptive-analytical method, and to ultimately highlight
that his perspective arises from a lack of attention to the historical
development of linguistic sciences after the compilation of the Qur'an and
disregard for the sources of Quranic readings and the views of
grammarians.
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Burton, John. (1988). The Linguistic Errors in

The Quran. Journal of Semitic Studies.
Volume XXXIII, Issue 2, Pages 181-196.
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