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Abstract

Identifying the earliest perspectives on issues that have become a consensus among
Muslims, such as the Prophet’s Ascension (mi ‘raj), is always of great value, as it enables a
reconstruction of historical layers and, by comparing the evolution of viewpoints over time,
allows for a deeper understanding of intellectual developments among Muslims. A brief
review of the Ascension reports (riwayat al-mi‘rajiyyah) reveals that the Prophet’s
Ascension was not originally viewed in the same manner as it is today. The present study
seeks to uncover the reasons behind the emergence and transformation of perspectives on
the Ascension in the second and third centuries AH. To this end, assuming the authenticity
and originality of the reports, and employing the approach of the history of notions, the
study compiles and analyzes the totality of opinions attributed to the scholars of these two
centuries. The findings indicate that, in the second century (relative to the first), both the
number of scholars and their reported opinions drastically decreased, and a profound
divergence among the extant views is apparent. On one hand, the acceptance of the journey
was subjected to skepticism, while on the other, highly precise and detailed discussions
about it were presented. In the third century, alongside the distinction between the
terrestrial and celestial journeys and the growing prominence of the celestial journey among
most scholars, the transmitted accounts became more focused in form, and the Ascension
came to be viewed similarly to the stories of previous prophets, with dedicated chapters
and independent treatises devoted to it. Overall, in these two centuries, the essence and
modality of the journey were not central topics; instead, the functional aspects of the
journey—the reasons for it—expanded, partly due to prevailing political and cultural
circumstances, and reached such stability that it became a reliable reference for affirming
political, religious, and theological tendencies.
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