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Abstract

The semi-liberty system is an alternative institution to imprisonment that entered the Iran’s criminal
law system in 1392 with the approval of the Islamic Penal Code. The reported research in the
following article, with the aim of determining the challenges and causes of the inefficiency of the
conditions of the semi-liberty system, by interviewing 30 person of experienced judges from different
cities of the country and analyzing a number of verdicts of criminal courts which are indexed in the
judicial decisions’ site, that surveys the status of semi-liberty system in criminal law system of Iran.
This study shows that: criminal courts, due to the lack of necessary infrastructure and the emergence
of challenges in the conditions of implementing the semi-liberty system, rarely issue decisions based
on the semi-liberty system. Obtaining the convict’s consent, obtaining a obligation from the convict,
the necessity of the certainty of the accused's conviction, the absolute pardon of the private plaintiff,
the discretion of the court issuing the final verdict, the convict's request from the court, the feasibility
of the existence of the convict's right to object and the necessity of supervising of the semi-liberty
centers are from main sources of challenges to the implementation of the semi-liberty system. It is
possible to consider satisfaction of general consent of the offender, entrusting the determination of the
type of job activity to the competent court, validate and appreciate the previous writ, expanding the
obligation to perform multiple activities, exclusive of obtaining the plaintiff's pardon for serious
crimes, the adequacy of the recognition of expediency by court and needlessness of the plaintiff's
request to enjoy the semi-liberty system and providing sufficient funding for them and caring for the
convict after freedom are as possible solutions to overcome the challenges facing the implementation
of the semi-liberty system.

Keywords: semi-liberty system, alternatives to imprisonment, conditions of the semi-liberty system,
challenges of the semi-liberty system.
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