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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to analyze the cognitive components that
played a causal role in the process of persuasion to entrepreneurial behavior.
The research method was qualitative and based on grounded theory. The
statistical population of the research included all entrepreneurs of agricultural
transformation industries in Mazandaran province in the time period of winter
1400 to spring 1401 and the statistical sample of the research was 21
organizational and theoretical experts who were identified by purposeful and
snowball sampling method and studied using semi-structured interview method.
The collected data were analyzed according to the method of Strauss and Corbin
(1998). The findings of the coding process were 275 open codes, which after
going through open, central and selective coding phases, 25 subcategories and
11 main categories were identified and classified into 5 axes, which are:
cognitive motivation (the Perception of physiological needs & psychological
needs), Cognitive context (Entrepreneurial attitude, learned entrepreneurial
skills, personality and entrepreneurial traits), Interventionists (cognitive
interventions), Strategies (Self-actualization, entrepreneurial thinking,
structuring), and consequences (cognitive results, metacognitive results) around
the central category (cognitive components of persuasion pattern). The results
were formed in the form of paradigmatic and conceptual patterns. The findings
of this research can be used at the macro level for national policymakers and
executive managers of public and private sectors and at the micro level to
persuade students and those interested in entrepreneurship.
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Introduction

Entrepreneurial activity measures the economic vitality of a country
(Huang, 2022) and as one of the vital mechanisms for sustainable
development (Tripopsakul et al., 2022), entrepreneurial jobs are
increasingly expanded and for business, it has been appropriate,
contributed to the economic growth of the country (Banital et al., 2021),
and it can improve productivity and create job opportunities (Alvez et
al., 2022). It also helps to start a new business (Kim-Soon, et al., 2018),
which is related to the behavior and motivation of starting a business
(Gbdany et al., 2021). Therefore, entrepreneurial behavior has attracted
the attention of many cognitive researchers.

Studies have shown that some entrepreneurial decisions are the
result of motivation and knowledge. Urban (2012) showed interest in
the main assumptions of the cognitive perspective and found that
entrepreneurial behavior is caused by the underlying cognitions of
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial decisions, the result of motivation
and cognition. Grégoire et al. (2011) paid attention to the cognitive
difference between entrepreneurs and others with the assumption that
entrepreneurs think differently compared to others. Pryor and
colleagues (Pryor et al., 2016) investigated the cognitive and behavioral
effects on the entrepreneurial process and presented a framework to
determine these effects. Envick (2014), emphasizing passion, insight
and courage, proposed the cognitive model of entrepreneurial
intelligence. Botha and colleagues (Botha et al., 2019) focused on
personality traits and entrepreneurial cognitions. Dibai et al. (2019)
paid attention to the model of the comprehensive system of
entrepreneurship education.

Along with these researches, another group of researchers avoided
the scope of the subject. Aznab et al. (2021) focused on entrepreneurial
negotiations and investigated cognitive errors, Overall (Overall, 2016)
focused on one of the types of thinking, i.e. decision-making, and
investigated the role of cognitive bias in that process. Najafi-
Moghadam-Nejad & et al. (2019) conducted a research on the growth
of entrepreneurship among students and found that the knowledge of
entrepreneurship, the method of interaction and the mechanism of
entrepreneurship in the virtual environment have the highest correlation
with the growth of entrepreneurship. Knowledge transfer in family
businesses (Ahmadi et al., 2017), examining the effects of cognitive
flexibility, entrepreneurial self-efficacy, and optimism on



Gholipoor et al. | 95

entrepreneurial competence (Alves & et al.,, 2022), examining the
relationship between cognitive, emotional, and behavioral attitudes
with entrepreneurial occupation (Banital et al., 2021), the perception of
fear of failure (Hayton et al., 2013) are examples of more limited
cognitive research in this field. These researches showed that the field
of entrepreneurship has attracted the attention of cognitive researchers
and the number of such researches is increasing noticeably.

Research Question

The purpose of this research was to analyze the cognitive components
that played a major role in the process of persuasion to entrepreneurial
behavior, and the main questions that could be posed were: What are
the cognitive components of the model of persuasion to entrepreneurial
behavior of entrepreneurs in the agricultural transformation industries
of Mazandaran province? What is the cognitive model of persuasion to
entrepreneurial behavior of entrepreneurs in agricultural transformation
industries of Mazandaran province?

Methodology
The current research method is qualitative and exploratory research
design and it was implemented based on ground theory. The researcher
first collected qualitative data using a semi-structured interview method
and then analyzed these data using the content analysis method and
finally, the results were identified in the form of sub, main and central
categories. Simultaneously with data collection, the process of data
analysis was done in three stages: a) open coding, b) axial coding and
c) selective coding.
The statistical population of this research was all the members of the
Board of Directors of the Food Industry Association and the Chamber
of Agricultural Guilds of Mazandaran Province and related professors.
A purposeful sampling method was used for sampling and the
interviews with experts continued until reaching theoretical saturation
in the dimensions and cognitive components of the model of
encouraging entrepreneurial behavior with the snowball method. The
tool of this research was a semi-structured interview with theoretical
and organizational experts. The goal of the researcher was to obtain
information that came in the real situation of the phenomenon and the
participants gained experiences related to it.
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There are three separable stages in the coding process: the first stage
is called open coding, the purpose of which is to find conceptual
categories at the first level of abstraction. The second stage is axial
coding, which is related to finding the relationship between these
conceptual categories resulting from the first stage, and finally, the third
stage is selective coding, which includes the conceptualization and
reporting of connections at a higher level of abstraction.

Findings

in response to the first research question; That is, "What are the
cognitive components of the model of persuasion to entrepreneurial
behavior in the agricultural transformation industries of Mazandaran
province?" The data collected from the interviews were analyzed by the
open coding method. After the open coding process, the findings of the
research in the form of the dimensions of the central coding pattern
include causal factors (cognitive factors creating motivation), central
category (cognitive components of the motivational pattern),
background factors (cognitive factors that form the basis for realizing
the motivational pattern). Intervening factors (aggravating and
weakening cognitive factors affecting the central category and
strategies), strategies (specific actions, affected by the outcome of
causal, background and intervening factors, against obstacles), and
consequences (output as a result of employing strategies), were
identified.

In response to the second question of the research, "What is the
cognitive model of persuasion to entrepreneurial behavior in the
agricultural transformation industries of Mazandaran province™ after
interviewing organizational and theoretical experts in the field of
cognitive components of the motivational model, the data obtained
from the interview, by the researcher, it was implemented line by line
and presented in tables. The axial coding stage was done and the
paradigm model of the cognitive components of the incentive model
was obtained. In this model, relationships between causal conditions,
central phenomena, background conditions, intervening conditions,
strategies, and consequences were identified
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