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Abstract

This study aimed to present a model for cultivating children’s thinking based
on Islamic epistemology within the Philosophy for Children program. The
qualitative method and content analysis were utilized in the research. Data
collection instruments included systematic literature reviews and semi-
structured interviews. To determine the validity of the questionnaire, content
and construct validity were assessed, while Cronbach’s alpha and composite
reliability were used to measure reliability. The results confirmed the
instrument’s validity and reliability. Data analysis was conducted through
thematic analysis using MAXQDA software, encompassing basic,
organizing, and global themes. Findings showed that cultivating children’s
thinking in P4C, grounded in Islamic epistemology, comprises 159
indicators, 32 components, and 7 dimensions including 1. Moral
development of the child and understanding value-based issues, 2. Fostering
rational, logical, and rational thinking, 3. Intuitive and philosophical
perspectives, 4. Enhancing political and economic understanding 5.
Advancing epistemological and ontological comprehension 6. Disciplining
and educating the child, and 7. Understanding theology. The model also
emphasizes creating an open environment for discussion and critique,
encouraging questioning and deep thinking, presenting Islamic philosophical
issues in simple language, promoting critical thinking and multifaceted
understanding, and nurturing abstract thinking abilities.

Keywords: cultivating children’s thinking, philosophy for children education,
Islamic epistemology.
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