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Investigating Factors Affecting the Role and Position
of South Africa as a Regional & Rising Power

Ahmad Bakshi
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Abstract

One of the key topics in international politics is the transformation of global power
and the emergence of new regional and international powers, along with speculation
regarding their effects on the international order. The end of the bipolar system and
superpower rivalry has expanded the maneuvering space for regional powers. Given
the power vacuum in significant global areas, this has facilitated the role of regional
actors in shaping political alignments, redistributing roles, and redefining positions.
The collapse of the Cold War, the end of apartheid, and changes in political ideology
have transformed South Africa’s political identity and its policies. These conditions
allowed South Africa to reveal its potential power through changing its perceived
image, becoming an active player, enhancing internal dynamics, and effectively
managing security and regional development. As a result, it transitioned from being a
pariah state to an active participant in Southern Africa and the entire continent,
shifting the geopolitical landscape from conflict to peace.

This research utilizes an analytical-interpretive approach with library data to identify
factors influencing South Africa's emergence as a regional power. The findings show
that international conditions, geographical positioning, the role of political agents,
changes in perceived images, aspirations for development and security, active
engagement at international and regional levels, the establishment of regional
frameworks, and participation in regional and international organizations like United
Nations Security Council membership, BRICS and etc have collectively contributed
to South Africa's rise as a regional and emerging power focused on development and
security.

Keywords: Regional power, Emerging power, South Africa, Agency, Leadership
claim, Compatible and incompatible status
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