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Abstract

The criminalization of defamation (Libel) in order to protecting human
dignity has raised the challenge of its conflict with the right to freedom
of expression. Establishing a fair balance between the right to freedom
of expression and the dignity of citizens requires the adoption of
reasonable legal strategy. The purpose of this article is to evaluate the
conflict or non-conflict of criminal defamation and freedom of
expression with a descriptive-analytical approach in the Egypt's legal
system. According to the results of the research, the Egypt's legal
system, by criminalizing personal defamation on the one hand and
decriminalizing public defamation on the other hand, and on the
condition of correcting some of its shortcomings, lead to compatibility
between criminal defamation and the right to freedom. In this way,
while supporting human dignity, it avoid unnecessary limitation of the
principle of freedom of speech, especially by those in power.
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