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Accepted:2025/01/18 - |n recent decades, the term "right to the city" has been noticed first in philosophy
and then in urban planning. Perhaps the right to the city can be defined as the right
of citizens to benefit a rich cultural urban space. Based on this, urban development
plans can play a significant role in realizing or not realizing this right. The question
is how to find out to what extent an urban development plan is based on the right to
the city? In order to answer this question, a scale should be proposed to measure
the right to the city in urban development plans. Due to the relative nature of the
achievement of the right to the city in urban development programs, the present
research, while proposing a scale, by selecting two study samples (Tehran
Comprehensive Plan and Paris Sustainable Development Plan), uses the
comparative method in evaluating the right to the city.

The research approach is a documentary and comparative approach. In the first
step, while examining the theoretical foundations and existing literature (based on
the opinions of Lefebvre, Soja and Harvey), a framework for measuring the right to
the city in urban development programs is proposed, and then a comparative study
has been done based on the data obtained from the study of the documents of the
Tehran Comprehensive Plan and the Paris Sustainable Development Plan (Le Projet
d'Aménagement et de Développement Durable- PADD) as well as the results of in-
depth interviews with the planners and urban managers of Tehran and Paris.

The research approach is a documentary and comparative approach. In the first
step, a framework for measuring the right to the city in urban development programs
is proposed via examining the existing literature (based on the opinions of Lefebvre,
Soja and Harvey). Then a comparative study has been done based on the data
obtained from the study of the documents of the Tehran Comprehensive Plan and the
Paris Sustainable Development Plan (Le Projet d'Aménagement et de
Développement Durable- PADD) as well as the results of in-depth interviews with
the planners and urban managers of Tehran and Paris.

The results indicate that urban development plans can be articulated based on to the
right to the city along a continuum ranging from "the eradication of religious and
racial discrimination” to "the right to urban existence”. Furthermore, the
comparative analysis of the urban development plans of Tehran and Paris, utilizing
this proposed continuum range, reveals that the notion of the right to the city is
significantly diminished within the Tehran comprehensive plan. Although the Tehran
comprehensive plan document acknowledges certain facets of citizens' rights

The Journal of Spatial Planning

& Geomatics
84


https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=18274584746453458338
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=18274584746453458338
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_org&hl=en&org=18274584746453458338

_ Proposing a Framework for Measuring the Right to the City

pertaining to urban existence, it predominantly adopts a physicalistic perspective,
thereby neglecting the citizens' entitlement to experience an environment imbued
with identity and cultural richness. Conversely, the sustainable development agenda
of Paris contemplates a more elevated conception of the right to the city, such that
it incorporates the right to the city at the level of "equitable access to economic and
social opportunities” as a fundamental component of its strategic framework.
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Introduction

n contemporary scholarly discourse, the notion of the "Right to the City" has garnered
substantial scholarly scrutiny within the fields of urban studies, philosophy, and urban

planning. Originally articulated by Henri Lefebvre, this notion underscores the entitlement
of all inhabitants to engage with and access the urban landscapes that fundamentally shape
their existence. It advocates for urban contexts that are abundant in cultural diversity and
provide equitable opportunities for every individual. The actualization of this right is
profoundly shaped by urban development frameworks, which dictate the degree of
inclusivity and equity within urban environments. This research endeavors to investigate
the degree to which two urban development frameworks, specifically the Tehran
Comprehensive Plan and the Paris Sustainable Development Plan, correspond with the
foundational tenets of the Right to the City. Through the application of a newly formulated
analytical framework, this study presents a comparative examination of the planning
documents associated with these two metropolitan areas.

Research Method

This research adopts a documentary and comparative methodological approach to
evaluate the degree to which urban development strategies embody the principles of the
Right to the City. Initially, an examination of the theoretical underpinnings of the Right
to the City is conducted, encompassing the seminal contributions of scholars such as Henri
Lefebvre, David Harvey, and Edward Soja. Subsequently, a comprehensive framework
for assessing the actualization of this right is formulated, emphasizing a multitude of
socio-economic, cultural, and political dimensions. The proposed framework features an
eight-tiered ladder, which progresses from the eradication of discrimination to the
overarching objective of guaranteeing equitable rights to urban existence. This evaluative
framework is then employed in a meticulous comparative analysis of the Tehran
Comprehensive Plan and the Paris Sustainable Development Plan.

Results & discussion

The results indicate significant disparities in the manner in which the Right to the City is
conceptualized within the two strategic frameworks, especially concerning the social,
cultural, and physical dimensions of urban advancement.

1. Tehran Comprehensive Plan

The Tehran Comprehensive Plan predominantly centers on the aspect of physical
development, with a particular emphasis on land utilization and public transportation
systems. Although these elements are crucial for the operational efficiency of urban areas,
the plan adopts a rather myopic perspective by overlooking the cultural and social facets
of urban existence. Consultations with urban planning specialists suggest that this plan
has intensified disparities within Tehran, especially between its northern and southern
regions. Detractors contend that the policies enacted in southern Tehran have failed to
sufficiently cater to the socio-economic requirements of the populace, culminating in a
deterioration of living standards instead of enhancements. This prioritization of physical
infrastructure over social equity positions the Tehran Comprehensive Plan at the fourth
tier of the evaluative framework, which underscores the importance of equitable access to
infrastructure and urban amenities. Nevertheless, its efficacy in fostering equity remains
dubious, as it may have inadvertently exacerbated pre-existing inequalities.

2. Paris Sustainable Development Plan

In juxtaposition, the Paris Sustainable Development Plan adopts a more holistic paradigm
regarding urban development, accentuating social equity, civic engagement, and
economic fairness. The objectives of the plan, which are firmly rooted in the Solidarity
and Urban Renewal Law (SRU), prioritize the enhancement of living standards for all
inhabitants, the expansion of economic prospects, and the mitigation of
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disparities. Initiatives designed to augment social housing, foster mixed-use urban
settings, and improve public spaces are pivotal to this framework. Furthermore, the plan
advocates for participatory governance through the engagement of residents in the
decision-making processes. Interviews conducted with urban planners in Paris
substantiate that the plan aspires to guarantee that all citizens can access cultural,
economic, and social opportunities. Grounded in this comprehensive framework, the Paris
Sustainable Development Plan achieves a markedly elevated position on the evaluative
continuum, approaching the full actualization of the Right to the City.

Conclusion

This comparative analysis elucidates that although both Tehran and Paris encounter
obstacles in the realization of the Right to the City, their respective urban development
strategies pursue this objective through fundamentally divergent methodologies. The
Tehran Comprehensive Plan predominantly emphasizes physical planning, frequently at
the detriment of addressing social and cultural entitlements. Conversely, the Paris
Sustainable Development Plan integrates policies designed to promote social justice,
equity, and active civic engagement, thus aligning more closely with the foundational
principles of the Right to the City.

In order to enhance the Tehran Comprehensive Plan and ensure its congruence with the
Right to the City framework, the following recommendations are articulated:

e Integrate Cultural and Social Rights: Urban development initiatives should transcend
mere physical infrastructure considerations and equally prioritize the cultural and social
facets intrinsic to urban existence.

e Augment Public Participation: Urban planning processes ought to foster enhanced
collective decision-making, ensuring that citizens are actively engaged at each phase of
policy execution.

e Reform Urban Service Distribution: Policies must be designed to mitigate socio-
economic inequalities across various city districts, with particular emphasis on the
disparities observed between northern and southern Tehran.

This investigation contributes to the expanding corpus of scholarship concerning the Right
to the City by offering a systematic framework for the assessment of urban development
strategies. The results provide critical insights for policymakers and urban planners who
are endeavoring to cultivate more inclusive and equitable urban environments.
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Figure 3. Map of household income distribution in different districts of Paris (Source: Cohen, 2012: 281)
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Figure 4. Map of the location of foreigners in the city of Paris and its suburbs (Source: APUR, 2001: 122)
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