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A Comparative Analysis of Effective Criteria on the
System of Arts in the Aesthetics of Kant and Deleuze
with an Emphasis on Painting
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Abstract

The problem of the present research is to identify the different ways of thinking of
two philosophers, Kant from the 18th century and the other Deleuze from the 20th
century. Furthermore, what criteria and what perspective did they have for the system
of arts? What results does this approach reveal about their relation to philosophical
issues? The results of the research, based on the descriptive-analytic method, show that
the most important criterion for Kant as a transcendental idealist is the expression of
the aesthetic idea in the arts. Artistic painting is spatial, its perception is visual. The
symbols provide an opportunity to think about the aesthetic idea. In terms of expressing
the idea, it creates a hierarchy that is placed first in poetry and then, in painting with its
derivatives. Kant validates the effect of arts on the audience of the artistic work with the
criterion of aesthetic idea and presents the system of arts based on that. With Deleuze,
as a transcendental empiricist, an inter-artistic concept like rhythm is considered. Due
to this concept, painting is a temporal art. Deleuze discusses forces, that is, the intensity
of matter. Receiving such an effect is done with a body without organs. In his opinion,
one can think with painting, not through symbols to be connected to another field, but
through the specific logic of painting, visual concepts, diagrams, or the relations of forces
that emerge from the heart of the catastrophe based on the disruption in painting. With
the criterion of rhythm, force and intensity and sensitivity of the forces as the material
of the artwork, Deleuze simultaneously emphasizes how the artist’s artistic creation and
the place of the audience in the field of the artwork’s force. His atOtitude to the arts is not
hierarchical. Hence, he regulates the gradation of the arts.

Keywords: System of arts, Criteria, Deleuze, Kant, Aesthetics, Painting
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