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Recognition of the Principles of Multisensory Architecture
in the Educational Spaces of Safavid Schools in Isfahan
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Abstract

The characteristics of educational spaces significantly influence the quality of education;
however, unfortunately, the existing spaces are often unsatisfactory and do not contribute to
achieving educational goals. On the other hand, designing educational spaces in a way that
activates the various senses of individuals within the space positively impacts the realization of
educational objectives, and design based on the theory of multisensory architecture leads to the
activation of different senses. One of the most important theorists in the field of multisensory
architecture is “Juhani Pallasmaa,” who considers modern architecture to lack the characteristics
of multisensory architecture. Therefore, as a case study, schools prior to the modern era were
selected, and among them, the Safavid schools of Isfahan were chosen because during the Safavid
period, many schools were constructed in Isfahan, to the extent that it was referred to as the
“Dar al-Elm” (House of Knowledge) of the East. This indicates the multiplicity and significance
of Safavid schools in Isfahan. Multisensory architectural thinking stems from the subject of
phenomenology. Despite the numerous books written on this topic and research conducted on
multisensory architecture in kindergartens, museums, commercial spaces, residential spaces, etc.,
no research has been done in the context of recognizing the principles of multisensory architecture
in Safavid schools in Isfahan. Therefore, this upcoming research, conducted qualitatively with
an applied aim and a descriptive-analytical approach, presents a new contribution to the field
of educational spaces. The aim of this research is to identify the principles of multisensory
architecture in the Safavid schools of Isfahan, with the main question being: Which principles of
multisensory architecture can be found in the educational spaces of Safavid schools in Isfahan?
Initially, through documentary and library studies, the principles of the theory of multisensory
architecture were identified in the field of phenomenology, yielding 23 principles. Subsequently,
17 Safavid schools were selected, and due to existing difficulties, 12 schools were visited and
photographed, and the principles of multisensory architecture were identified in the field.

Keywords: Educational space, multisensory architecture, Juhani Pallasmaa, phenomenology,
Safavid schools of Isfahan.
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