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Identifying Important Buildings of the Pahlavi Era in the
City of Zahedan Based on Architectural Characteristics
in Relation to Urban Physical Harmony

Shahrzad Teymouri’ Faramarz Hassanpour™ Hossein Mehrpouya™”

Abstract

The early architecture of the city of Zahedan, considering the age and formation of
the initial fabric of the city after World War I, took shape during the Pahlavi era. The
prominent buildings of the city, which have significant historical architectural features,
also belong to this period. The entrance of these buildings is the prominent part in terms
of architectural ornamentation. Analyzing and studying this period is an important step in
assessing contemporary architecture during the Pahlavi era in the city of Zahedan.

The aim of this research is to examine the architecture of important buildings from the
Pahlavi era in the city of Zahedan, focusing on urban physical harmony with an emphasis
on ornamentation. The research method is descriptive-analytical and of a quantitative-
qualitative nature. Data were gathered through interviews with 10 experts regarding
13 important works from this period in the city of Zahedan. Using a questionnaire and
the AHP method, the characteristics of the buildings and the 13 significant structures
of this historical period were prioritized. The analysis of quantitative results and the
comparison of these buildings based on facade ornamentation show that the courthouse,
with a final weight of 0.247, is recognized as the most important building of the Pahlavi
era compared to the other 12 buildings and ranks first in this prioritization. The second-
ranked building in terms of importance is the Zahedan Post Museum, with a weight of
0.202. Furthermore, Aboui House, with a weight of 0.113, and Shams House, with a final
weight of 0.092, are ranked third and fourth, respectively. According to the results, the
Worker’s Neighborhood, with a weight of 0.014, and the Quds Neighborhood group, with
a weight of 0.017, rank 12th and 13th in this prioritization.

Based on the results, the courthouse and the post museum have been recognized as
the most important buildings of the Pahlavi era in the city of Zahedan. They possess
considerable architectural value compared to other buildings and can serve as models for
designing urban pathways.

Keywords: architecture, Pahlavi buildings, city of Zahedan, urban physical harmony.
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