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Abstract
The nature of the soul and its unknown dimensions have long been central
concerns for Muslim philosophers. One of the key debates in Islamic
philosophy is the abstraction of the soul—its existence as an independent,
immaterial entity that persists beyond the dissolution of the physical body.
This concept is closely linked to discussions on resurrection and the afterlife.
This study aims to analyze and compare the perspectives of two prominent
Muslim philosophers, Afzal al-Din Maraghi Kashani and Mulla Sadra, on
the abstraction and immortality of the soul. Using a descriptive and
qualitative approach, the article examines the reasoning these scholars
provide in support of the soul’s abstraction. Findings indicate that Mulla
Sadra, through his theory of substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah),
argues that the soul originates with the body but ultimately transcends it. In
contrast, Baba Afzal asserts that death is neither annihilation nor
nonexistence but rather a detachment of the connections between body and
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soul. Both philosophers concur that once the soul reaches perfection, it no
longer requires the body and continues its journey independently in the
afterlife.

This study seeks to further elucidate and analyze the philosophical
foundations of soul abstraction and its immortality as articulated by Baba
Afzal Kashani and Mulla Sadra.

Keywords: Abstraction of the soul, immortality of the soul, Mulla Sadra,
Afzal al-Din Kashani

Introduction

The quest for self-knowledge has been a pivotal theme in philosophy.
According to historical accounts, Greek philosophers, particularly Plato and
Avristotle, were among the first to systematically examine the nature of the
soul. With the transmission of Greek philosophical thought to the Islamic
world, these discussions evolved within an Islamic framework.

Many Islamic philosophers have regarded the rational soul as central to both
metaphysical and ethical sciences. Understanding the soul is also seen as a
path to understanding the Divine. Imam Ali (AS) famously stated, "He who
knows himself, knows his Lord" (Al-Amadi, 1360 H6, p. 794). One of the
critical discussions surrounding the essence of the self is its immateriality
and permanence. The immortality of the soul is closely tied to beliefs about
creation, resurrection, and spiritual purification, motivating individuals to
transcend mere material existence.

Mulla Sadra’s arguments for the soul’s immateriality are built upon key
philosophical principles, including the primacy of existence (asalat al-
wujud), graded reality (tashkik al-wujud), substantial motion (al-harakat al-
jawhariyyah), and the soul’s emergence from physical existence into a purely
spiritual state. Baba Afzal Kashani, on the other hand, emphasizes the
primacy of consciousness and uses both the concept of substantial motion
and the originality of awareness to explain the soul’s detachment from the
material world.

This study explores the perspectives of Baba Afzal Kashani and Mulla Sadra,
two seminal figures in Islamic philosophy and key contributors to Hikmat al-
Muta ‘aliyah (Transcendent Theosophy). The research aims to answer crucial
questions: Do both philosophers support the immateriality of the soul? How
do they define the nature of the soul, and what are the similarities and
differences in their views?

Both philosophers assert that the soul develops through various stages,
beginning with the nafs (lower soul) and culminating in the nafs natiga
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(rational soul) and ultimately the ruh qudst (holy spirit). Their ideas highlight
the unity of the soul’s existence, akin to Baba Afzal’s reflections in Yanbii *
al-Hayat and Mulla Sadra’s concept of existence as a singular, gradational
reality.

Baba Afzal describes the rational soul as a simple, luminous substance
possessing intrinsic self-awareness, intrinsic activity, and intrinsic life
(Mossnafat, 1366: 402). Similarly, Mulla Sadra considers the rational soul
to originate in the material realm but possessing innate self-awareness and
life (Waridat al-Qalbiyyah, Beita, p. 79). Both philosophers uphold the
notion of the soul’s independence from the body and offer various proofs for
its abstraction. They define the immaterial soul as free from matter and
corporeality.

However, a key distinction between their perspectives lies in their views on
the hierarchical separation of the soul’s levels. While both philosophers
agree that the rational soul transcends matter, Mulla Sadra extends this
separation to include the sensory and imaginal levels of the soul, arguing that
these levels exist in a gradational hierarchy (Asfar, vol. 7, p. 37). He posits
that the intellectual soul is superior to the imaginal soul, which in turn is
superior to the sensory soul. In contrast, Baba Afzal restricts this
immateriality solely to the intellectual soul, maintaining that other levels
remain entangled with matter (Mossnafat, 1366: 439-440).

Another significant difference is their perspective on substantial motion.
While Mulla Sadra is widely regarded as the originator of this theory, a closer
examination of Baba Afzal’s works suggests that he also articulated a
dynamic and evolving concept of the soul. Baba Afzal acknowledges both
bodily and spiritual transformation, indicating that elements of substantial
motion can be found in his thought, even if its systematic formulation is
credited to Mulla Sadra.

In conclusion, this comparative study reveals both convergence and
divergence in the philosophical views of Baba Afzal Kashani and Mulla
Sadra. While both affirm the soul’s abstraction and independence from the
body, their approaches to the levels of the soul and the nature of its
transformation differ. Mulla Sadra’s metaphysical framework presents a
more comprehensive gradational theory, whereas Baba Afzal emphasizes
self-awareness and consciousness as the fundamental attributes of the soul’s
independence. Their insights continue to shape contemporary discussions on
the nature of the soul and its immortality in Islamic philosophy.
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