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Contemporary Islamic Philosophy and Its Challenges!
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Abstract
Contemporary Islamic philosophy faces significant challenges across a
variety of dimensions and contexts. Some of these challenges include: (1) a
lack of diversity in methods, topics, issues, approaches, and theories; (2)
insufficient engagement with the philosophical questions of contemporary
individuals; (3) a lack of practical applicability; (4) a tendency towards
abstraction without concreteness; (5) reliance on previous philosophical
schools; (6) inadequate interaction with other domains of human knowledge;
(7) insufficient capacity for the development of applied philosophies; (8)
dependence on theological doctrines and religious ideologies; (9) a focus on
theoretical innovation over exegesis; (10) limited engagement with other
philosophical traditions and the adoption of their insights; and (12) a lack of
self-criticism and an aversion to dogmatism. This study shows that the crisis
of contemporary Islamic philosophy arises from its inability to address these
foundational challenges. Specifically, it lacks sufficient breadth in topics and
issues, fails to engage adequately with the philosophical inquiries of
contemporary Muslims, and does not represent an objective or practical
philosophy, remaining heavily reliant on past philosophical traditions.
Additionally, it still suffers from an overemphasis on interpretation and
commentary. There exists an illogical blending and conflation between
contemporary Islamic philosophy and Islamic theology, and it lacks
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meaningful and essential engagement with other aspects of Muslim life and
human knowledge. Furthermore, contemporary Islamic philosophy lacks a
strong critical approach and does not engage in constructive dialogue with
other philosophical traditions. This study seeks to propose solutions to help
contemporary Islamic philosophy address these challenges, such as by
focusing on issues raised in contemporary Western philosophy, embracing
applied philosophies, striving for independence from Islamic theology, and
adopting a more concrete, practical, and critical approach.

Keywords: Contemporary Islamic Philosophy, Contemporary Western
Philosophy, Applied philosophies, Efficacy, Islamic Theology.

1. Introduction

Today, we face not only the question of whether contemporary Islamic
philosophy exists but also whether it is dynamic and practically effective. If
it has potential, the challenge is to actualize this through the efforts of
contemporary philosophers. In fact, in facing the dynamic state of
contemporary Western philosophy and the relatively static state of
contemporary Islamic philosophy, we encounter the fundamental question of
what the criteria and standards of a dynamic and effective philosophy are.
Given the dynamism of contemporary Western philosophy in all its
dimensions, how can the criteria for the dynamism and effectiveness of
contemporary Islamic philosophy be measured and assessed?

Considering this reality, this research adopts an inductive method to extract
certain criteria and attempts to evaluate to what extent contemporary Islamic
philosophy, quantitatively and qualitatively, possesses these criteria, in
comparison with contemporary Western philosophy. Conducting such a
criteria assessment can open a new perspective in diagnosing the issues of
contemporary Islamic philosophy from a meta-philosophical viewpoint. By
considering the realization of a dynamic philosophy in the contemporary
world, it allows for the assessment of contemporary Islamic philosophy
relative to it, thus providing grounds for judging the reasons for the
backwardness and ineffectiveness of contemporary Islamic philosophy from
various perspectives. The criteria in question are as follows: 1. Diversity in
methods, topics, issues, approaches, and theories, 2. Relevance to the
questions of contemporary humanity, 3. Practical applicability, 4.
Concreteness and specificity, 5. Independence from previous philosophical
schools, 6. Interaction with other fields of human knowledge, 7. Potential to
produce supplementary philosophies, 8. Independence from theological
teachings and religious ideologies, 9. Theorizing instead of mere
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commentary and annotation, 10. Potential for dialogue with other
philosophical schools, 11. Absorbing the capabilities of other philosophical
schools, 12. Self-criticism and avoidance of dogmatism.

Considering the totality of the aforementioned criteria allows for the
quantitative and qualitative distinction of the general characteristics of a
dynamic and effective philosophy or philosophical school from a static or
ineffective philosophical school. At the end of this introduction, it is
important to note that the dynamism of a philosophy does not necessarily
mean its complete success in responding to the needs and questions of
contemporary humanity, although such an expectation is desirable. Rather,
it means the capability of this philosophy to engage practically and deeply
with the needs and questions of contemporary humanity. It may be somewhat
successful in addressing these needs and questions, and in some cases, it may
not be successful, but the future horizon for resolving the philosophical
issues of humanity remains open to it.

Conclusion
Considering the unfavorable state of contemporary Islamic philosophy, its
lagging behind the philosophical developments and progress of recent
centuries, and its tangible encounter with the dynamism and effectiveness of
contemporary Western philosophy, the following suggested solutions may
help address the problems of contemporary Islamic philosophy and pave the
way for its dynamism and effectiveness:

1. Shift from Traditional Ontology to New Inquiry: Redefine philosophy,
specifically contemporary Islamic philosophy, from traditional ontology
to a new meaning centered on questioning.

2. Broaden the Understanding that Philosophy is a Human Knowledge:
Contemporary Islamic philosophy should primarily address the tangible
and concrete issues of contemporary Muslim individuals rather than
solely teaching them about afterlife living, which is the responsibility of
theology and mysticism, not philosophy.

3. Attention to Contemporary Realities and Challenges: Contemporary
Islamic philosophy should offer philosophical solutions to these
challenges. Successfully engaging deeply with these challenges will both
distance contemporary Islamic philosophy from abstraction and
subjectivity and demonstrate its practical and effective dimensions.

4. Interaction with Other Domains of Human Knowledge: This necessity is
crucial for updating contemporary Islamic philosophy and equipping it
with the latest scientific theories and discoveries worldwide.
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5. Desanctification of Islamic Philosophy: Philosophy, being a human
knowledge, must be distinct from both religion and theology. Since the
foundations, principles, theories, goals, issues, methods, and scope of
philosophy differ from theology, even if they have some similarities.
This separation does not imply conflict or opposition but highlights the
difference in their foundations, approaches, and goals. Despite this, the
dialogical nature of philosophy necessitates that it continually engages in
dialogue with religion and theology.

6. Necessity of an Independent Approach in Philosophizing and Moving
Away from Traditionalism: Hence, contemporary Islamic philosophy is
neither Ibn Sina's Peripatetic philosophy, nor Suhrawardi's llluminative
philosophy, nor Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Wisdom; it is our current
philosophy, addressing our issues, and should independently explore
contemporary Muslim concerns without lingering in past philosophical
traditions. Although the insights of past philosophical traditions
illuminate our philosophical future, they do not mean stagnation in the
past.

7. Necessity of Reproducing Supplementary Philosophies: Therefore,
efforts to establish supplementary philosophies within the context of
Islamic philosophical tradition, such as Islamic philosophy of religion,
Islamic philosophy of ethics, Islamic political philosophy, Islamic
philosophy of art, and similar fields, are very necessary, effective, and
practical.

8. Necessity of a Meta-philosophical Approach to the Islamic Philosophical
Tradition, Especially Contemporary Islamic Philosophy: Always view
the philosophical stream from a meta-philosophical perspective to
recognize its strengths and weaknesses. This requires promoting a
continuous critical approach to philosophical theories, avoiding
dogmatism, and refraining from idolizing philosophers and their schools.
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