[ Downloaded from jgs.khu.ac.ir on 2025-04-18 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/jgs.25.77.12]

Journallof/Applied/Researches]in;
Geographical/Sciences

PrintISSN: 2228-7736 Online ISSN: 2588-5138
https://jgs.khu.ac.ir/

A Survey of Social Capital Role in Urban Neighborhoods Regeneration

(Case Study Islam Abad Karaj)

Abolfazle Meshkini*® | Mohammad Reza Bahrami?

1. Corresponding author, Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, Department of Geography, Faculty of Geographical

Sciences, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: Meskini@modares.ac.ir

2. Master of Geography and Urban Planning, Department of Geography, Faculty of Geographical Sciences, Tarbiat

Modares University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: bahramireza322@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
2022/04/26
Received in revised
2022/09/24
Accepted
2022/09/28
Published
2022/09/29
Published online
2025/05/21

Keywords:

social capital,

urban Regeneration,
social participation,
social trust,

cohesion and solidarity.

In the process of urban space creation, there exists a continuous exchange of
ideas concerning the current state of that space and the desired conditions as
articulated by its inhabitants. Improvements in the challenging realities of
urban environments are often manifested through physical changes, one of
which is urban regeneration. Given the proliferation of urban regeneration
projects in recent decades, it is imperative to consider the social dimensions
inherent in these initiatives. In this context, social capital, recognized as a
significant social asset within neighborhoods, has assumed particular
importance in the discourse surrounding regeneration. This research
examines the role of social capital in the regeneration of urban
neighborhoods, with a specific focus on the Islamabad Karaj neighborhood.
The methodological approach employed in this investigation is descriptive-
analytical. The primary objective of this study is to analyze the influence of
social capital on the regeneration processes within the Islamabad Karaj
neighborhood as perceived by its residents. Data collection for the theoretical
framework was conducted using documentary analysis, while the empirical
component involved a survey utilizing a questionnaire. The statistical
population comprises individuals aged 15 years and older residing in a
neighborhood of over 25,000 inhabitants, from which a sample of 410
respondents was selected through simple random sampling, employing
Cochran's formula. For data analysis, Spearman's correlation coefficient and
multiple linear regression analyses were conducted using SPSS software. The
findings indicate a strong correlation between social capital and urban
regeneration within the Karaj neighborhood of Islamabad. The implications
of this research highlight the necessity to focus on the components of social
capital and to implement policies aimed at its maintenance and enhancement
to facilitate successful urban regeneration in the Islamabad Karaj
neighborhood.
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| Extended Abstract

Introduction

The texture of each city reflects its historical formation as well as the various stages of
growth and development it has undergone over time. Distinct layers of the urban fabric can
be identified, corresponding to different phases of urban expansion and physical spatial
development. The term "dilapidated urban fabric" refers to areas within the legal boundaries
of cities that exhibit vulnerability due to physical degradation, inadequate vehicular access,
insufficient facilities and services, and substandard urban infrastructure, resulting in
diminished spatial, environmental, and economic value. Various challenges and limitations
characterize these areas, including inconsistencies between physical structure and activity,
the presence of dissonant urban elements, low per capita usage, a lack of appropriate
hierarchical organization within the communication network, restricted access to the urban
fabric, and environmental pollution. In contemporary discourse, the focus on revitalizing
inner-city areas, particularly those characterized by worn-out and inefficient urban fabrics,
has emerged as a critical imperative. Organizing and revitalizing these areas is increasingly
recognized as essential to achieving the principles of sustainable development.

Material and Methods

The current research adopts a descriptive-analytical and correlational approach in terms of
its nature and methodology, while being practical in its targeting. To collect information and
research data, a documentary method was employed, supplemented by a questionnaire as the
primary tool for data acquisition in the practical study. The statistical population comprises
citizens aged 15 and older residing in the Karaj neighborhood of Islamabad. According to
the 2015 census, this population is estimated at 25,000 individuals. Utilizing Cochran's
formula with a margin of error of 5% and a confidence level of 95%, the sample size was
determined to be 380 participants. The sampling method applied in this research is simple
random sampling. The questionnaire, developed by the researcher, encompasses the
measurement of social capital through three indicators and a total of 57 questions, as well as
the concept of urban regeneration, which is assessed via two indicators and 31 questions. A
ranking scale was utilized for responses. Furthermore, to analyze the data obtained from the
questionnaire, Spearman's correlation test and multiple linear regression analyses were
conducted using SPSS software.

Results and Discussion

To measure the correlation coefficient between the components of social capital and urban
regeneration, Spearman's rank correlation coefficient was employed. Each indicator of social
capital, including social participation networks, social trust and cohesion, and social
solidarity, was evaluated in relation to the urban regeneration index. As indicated in Table
4, the results of Spearman's correlation analysis reveal a very strong, direct, and statistically
significant correlation between social capital and urban regeneration in the Islamabad Karaj
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neighborhood, with a confidence level of 99%. In simpler terms, the findings suggest that
the level of urban regeneration in the Karaj neighborhood of Islamabad is positively
correlated with variations in social capital. Therefore, the first hypothesis is confirmed.
Given the established correlation between the two research variables, multiple linear
regression analysis was employed to further examine the relationship between each of the
indicators and the influence of several independent variables on a dependent variable. As
presented in Table 5, the test results indicate that the components influencing social capital
in the neighborhood are social cohesion and solidarity, which have a correlation coefficient
of 0.000 and a standardized coefficient of 0.259; social trust, with a correlation coefficient
of 0.000 and a standardized coefficient of 0.238; and social participation, which has a
correlation coefficient of 0.543 and a standardized coefficient of -0.030. In summary, the
results of this analysis suggest that social trust and social cohesion exert the greatest
influence on the other component of social capital, namely social participation.

Conclusion

Social trust, social cohesion, and social participation, serving as independent or explanatory
variables, constitute the primary components of the joint examination of social capital and
urban regeneration, along with associated social, cultural, and physical indicators, as
explored in this study of the Karaj neighborhood of Islamabad. The findings indicate that
social capital and its dimensions exert a positive and significant influence on urban
regeneration. In the context of the effectiveness of these indicators, as assessed through
multiple linear regression analysis, the social trust index is identified as having the most
substantial impact on urban regeneration in the Karaj neighborhood of Islamabad, followed
by the indicators of social cohesion and social participation, respectively. This suggests that
all selected indicators can play a crucial role in the urban regeneration process of the
neighborhood, provided they receive appropriate attention. Notably, this research, based on
the indicators of social capital, demonstrates the presence of social capital that has the
potential to accelerate and facilitate the regeneration process, thus exhibiting high and above-
average significance.
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