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The interactive effect of mobile night market and city space in the development of
urban economy (Case study: night retailers in the central urban fabric of Zanjan)

Alireza Daviran *

Associate Prof., Faculty of Geography Education Department, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: The urban night mobile market is a market based on the structure of the informal economy, which is
formed by vendors in busy spaces and develops in interaction with the space. The nature of this market is based
on the retail economy, which is important and necessary to investigate its effects on the development of the urban
economy. This research examines the interactive effect between the economy based on retail sales and the quality
of urban space in the central fabric of Zanjan city. The qualitative research method is based on grounded theory,
which is explained using the inductive-interpretive method according to the phenomenological basis. The
research community consists of the economic activists of night retailers located in the central urban fabric of
Zanjan (Pedestrian Street of Imam Street and Elkhebal Square). The data collection method is semi-structured
observation and interview and the sample size includes 21 economic operators through data saturation. Data
analysis was conducted using a contextual model in open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. Constructing
concepts and categories, causal, contextual, mediating, and strategic factors were extracted and consequential
conditions were explained. Finally, the final results of the analyses were drawn in a paradigmatic model. The
findings show that the interaction between the quality of the city space, the presence of citizens, and the night
economy is multi-faceted. Passive consequential conditions such as the city administration's violent confrontation
with activists, weak planning and organization, gradual expansion, lack of controllability, and abandonment,
gradually degrade the environmental quality and social life of the nightlife space. On the other hand, the
coexistence of economic activists, the presence of families and groups of citizens, the quality of the
environmental environment, the sense of belonging to the place and space, the dynamism of the city's night space,
the eclecticism of work and activity with nightlife and entertainment leads to the interaction and dependence of
the city space with the night market. Thus, along with social development, it causes the development of the urban
economy.
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