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1- INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, free zones have rapidly emerged in developing
countries like Iran. The primary goal of establishing these zones has mainly
been to achieve economic progress at regional or national levels, while the
development of surrounding local communities has received less attention.
However, existing experiences indicate that these zones impact urban
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growth and benefit the cities and villages located within them in various
economic, social, physical, and environmental dimensions. In fact, the
positive or negative transformations in these areas are directly and indirectly
related to the level of success and attainment of the initial goals of these
zones. Therefore, identifying and analyzing the types of effects and their
causes is important. The main objective of this research is to analyze the
effects of the formation of the Maku Free Zone on the local communities
and the cities situated within it.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In general, local communities and their values have received less
attention within the neoliberal framework governing the paradigm of free
zones. However, today, planners have reconsidered their strategies and plans
after facing numerous challenges to play a more effective role in shaping
these areas in ways that benefit local communities. Regarding the
dimensions and criteria for measuring the impacts of urban growth on local
communities, there are various perspectives, including physical and
ecological, cultural and social, and economic-political spatial. Given the
opposition between investment paradigms and public interest in free zones,
there is a greater need to understand the reasons and patterns of growth
based on the economic-political spatial perspective. In free zones, the
investment-driven growth of cities typically results in reduced citizen
participation and increased dominance of urban elites and capitalists over
urban decision-making, whereas the right to participate, the right to allocate
space, the right to centrality, and the right to citizenship are among the most
important rights of the residents in these areas.

3- METHODOLOGY

Given the main objective of the research, which is to analyze the
effects of the formation of the Maku Free Zone on the local communities
and the cities located within it (cities of Maku, Bazargan, Poldasht, Shute
and Marganlar), documentary and survey methods were used to collect the
required data. The survey was conducted by distributing questionnaires in
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all the cities within the region. The statistical population in this study is
equivalent to the urban population of the region, which is 97,428 and a
random sampling method was used. The sample size, determined using the
Cochran formula, is 536 people. The questions consisted of two phases: the
first phase involved assessing urban growth according to the criteria
reviewed in the theoretical foundations, and the second phase involved
assessing local community satisfaction with the impacts of urban growth.
The purpose of the questions was to examine indicators such as local
community satisfaction, particularly the creation of equal opportunities,
assessment of a sense of belonging, assessment of a sense of ownership of
space, social trust, satisfaction with physical dimensions, access to housing,
communications and recreational activities, and satisfaction with the living
environment.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The research results show that, firstly, the growth of the urban area
includes the development of urban infrastructure, transportation networks,
and land uses related to tourism development. Secondly, local communities
in this region have generally had a relatively small share in terms of
benefiting from equal opportunities, participation, sense of ownership and
belonging, trust, and satisfaction with housing and the urban environment.
In terms of securing local community interests, after the establishment of
the free zone, equal opportunities for using urban spaces have decreased.
The citizens' sense of belonging to the city has diminished with the
implemented urban growth pattern. The citizens' sense of ownership over
urban spaces has been very low. Participation in providing opinions for
urban planning has been very minimal. Social trust in actions taken after the
establishment of the zone has been relatively hopeful for the urban
community. Overall, based on the opinions of the local community,
satisfaction with the physical aspects of urban growth, including housing
and urban services, has been low after the establishment of the free zone,
while satisfaction with public spaces has been average.
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5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The Maku Free Zone has not been successful in achieving its goals,
except in the areas of investment and urban construction. This indicates that
the increased intensity of urban growth is more influenced by consumption,
imports, and land speculation rather than the targeted indicators based on
production. The lack of attention to the interests of the urban community in
the physical growth system has been due to the prioritization of capital flow.
Citizen dissatisfaction and reduced spatial justice in the use of urban spaces
will eventually lead to severe conflicts between the local community and
immigrants, professionals, and investors, ultimately resulting in the failure
of productive capital inflows. Under various economic and speculative
forces and groups, a spatial pattern has emerged in this region that facilitates
the flow of capital and surplus profit to the benefit of the capitalist classes,
depriving the cities of the benefits for their citizens. Given the role of urban
growth in the development of free zones and addressing these issues, it is
suggested that the local needs of the cities within the Maku Free Zone be
integrated with the development approaches of this region and be defined as
part of its process. Additionally, creating understanding, motivation, and
determination in the development of these cities is the most crucial action in
this regard, leading to the integration of services and improvement of the
urban growth pattern based on investment and urban justice goals. Finally,
establishing a structure for local community participation and oversight in
the urban growth process of the Maku Free Zone is essential.

Keywords: Free Trade Zones, Urban Growth, Local Community,
Maku Free Trade Zone.
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