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1- INTRODUCTION

The principle of regional justice is a critical element in economic
systems, particularly within the framework of a constitution. In the Iranian
Constitution, Article 48 focuses on regional justice by emphasizing the
equitable distribution of resources and economic activities across provinces.
This research examines the alignment of land use planning policies, as
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outlined in national and provincial plans, with Article 48. The ambiguity
surrounding the term "region™ in the Constitution necessitates an analysis of
different interpretations (multi-province, province, and county) and how
these affect the execution of regional planning and justice.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical foundation of this study rests on the concepts of
regional justice and spatial planning. Utilizing the theoretical lenses of
distributive justice and administrative law, the research critically evaluates
the legal frameworks that underpin the development of regional planning.
The study focuses on the implications of unequal resource distribution and
centralized economic activity on regional disparities, drawing comparisons
with global practices in spatial planning.

3- METHODOLOGY

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology with an
applied approach. Data was collected through library research, document
analysis, and the examination of official statistics. The main focus is on
aligning two legal documents: Article 48 of the Constitution and the
National and Provincial Land Use Planning Documents. Different
interpretations of the term "region™ are explored, followed by a critical
analysis of how these interpretations impact the drafting and implementation
of land use policies.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The findings indicate that the National Land Use Planning
Document lacks a consistent approach to defining regions, leading to
discriminatory outcomes in the selection of first-tier cities. This results in an
unequal distribution of services and economic opportunities across different
provinces and regions, contradicting the spirit of Article 48. Additionally,
the study identifies discrepancies between the goals of regional justice in the
Constitution and the policies set forth in the national and provincial plans.
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The analysis of Western Azerbaijan as a case study reveals a significant
mismatch between the distribution of resources and regional needs.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

To ensure compliance with Article 48, this study proposes a revision
of the National Land Use Planning Document. Recommendations include
adopting a more transparent and equitable method for selecting first-tier
cities, based on population, geographical proximity, and resource
availability. The study also suggests redefining regions in a way that reflects
both cultural and economic factors, aligning with successful international
models of spatial planning. Finally, it advocates for legislative oversight to
ensure that future land use policies effectively promote regional justice and
economic equality.

Keywords: Regional Justice, Land-Use Planning, Zoning,
City/Region Level One Region, Urban Partner Network.
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