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Introduction:

The household institution stands as a cornerstone in the intricate economic
framework of any nation, exerting a profound influence on both economic
dynamics and the societal fabric. Understanding and acknowledging the pivotal
role of the household institution is paramount in devising effective empowerment
strategies. From a bird's eye perspective of the economy, households emerge as
key entities in the national economic ecosystem. They function as primary
suppliers of resources to businesses within the resource market while concurrently
serving as consumers of goods and services within the market sphere. This dual
functionality is of utmost importance at the macroeconomic level, with
households often being the unsung heroes in the realm of domestic production,
which tends to be overshadowed in the national economic discourse. The
household, as a fundamental pillar of every society and economy, not only
furnishes the labor force to enterprises in the inputs market but also assumes the
role of the ultimate consumer of final products and services in the market domain.
Recognizing the intrinsic value of quantifying the contributions of housewives in
national bookkeeping, and acknowledging the existing research gaps in this
domain, this specific study embarks on the task of evaluating and quantifying the
added value of women's domestic engagements in informal settlements located in
Sanandaj. By estimating the economic worth of housewives' labor within such
settlements, this research endeavour serves as an initial stride towards
illuminating the economic significance of housewives dwelling in informal
habitats, with the fundamental objective of prompting policymakers to streamline
and furnish more precise official data regarding domestic outputs and national
accounts in Iran. Furthermore, this study delves into exploring the various
attributes, potentialities, and strategies aimed at fostering the empowerment of
housewives residing in informal settlements. By recognising the pivotal role of
the family unit within society and highlighting women's central position as the
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bedrock of this societal institution, the study strives to assess the monetary value
of domestic activities within the economy of informal settlements in the city of
Sanandaj, thereby laying the groundwork for informed policymaking tailored to
empower this demographic cohort.

Methodology:

Applying the experimental models outlined in this study necessitates the
collection of requisite data through sampling and questionnaire completion. This
research focuses on housewives residing in informal settlements within Sanandaj.
Given the characteristics of this demographic and the research prerequisites,
random sampling was chosen as the appropriate method for sample selection. Data
collection was carried out through questionnaires and face-to-face interviews in
the informal neighbourhoods of Farja, Taggan, Islamabad, and Abbasabad in
Sanandaj, resulting in a statistical sample comprising 193 women living in
informal settlements. The initial phase of the study involved implementing the
Hackman approach to determine wage distribution for employed women. Initially,
a probit model was established for all women to estimate coefficients, which were
subsequently utilised to compute the inverse variable of the preference ratio. This
was followed by the development of a linear regression model that integrated the
preference ratio proxy variable to ascertain regression correlation with the
independent variables derived from the probit model. By leveraging the estimated
coefficients from the regression analyses, a wage rate applicable to unemployed
women was computed. This rate, in conjunction with wages estimated from the
subsequent regression model, was then used to analyse the factors impacting the
time spent by women on household chores.

Results and Discussion:

The analysis of the "linear regression™ model in the second stage of the Hackman
approach indicates that women's wages are anticipated to increase by 0.09 percent
for every incremental unit in women's education level. Additionally, a unit
increase in the market wage rate results in a 0.0003 percent elevation in individual
income. The study forecasts the potential monthly salary for women in this city to
be 2752 thousand Tomans. Furthermore, the value of domestic work carried out
by women in Sanandaj's informal settlements equates to approximately 77.4%
(13986 billion Rials) of Kurdistan province's gross domestic product.

The examination of factors influencing the time devoted to women's domestic
work reveals that female market participation, spousal education, spousal
involvement, house size, and household size all exert influence. A 1% boost in
spousal education leads to a 0.02% increase in women's domestic work time,
while a 1% rise in male participation in domestic work results in a 0.21% decrease
in women's domestic work time. Additionally, a 1% increase in home area
corresponds to a 26% rise in time allocated to domestic work. Women's
engagement in the labour market reduces domestic work time by 22%, whereas a
1% growth in household size elevates women's domestic work time by 16%.
Although age exhibits no significant impact on domestic work time, wage rate



AY VEF ybno; = £ o = (530l oo g Cansliws dolibur

and the presence of children in the family yield expected outcomes without
statistical significance.

Conclusion:

Analyses conducted on the impact of training courses revealed a positive
correlation with household income, indicating that participants were willing to
invest in their own empowerment. It can be inferred that the training courses have
been successful in empowering women. Consequently, a policy recommendation
is proposed to focus on education as a tool for empowering not only women but
also other residents of informal settlements. Further examination of women's
business motivation highlighted distinct differences between the motivated group
and those primarily engaged in domestic work in terms of age and education. This
underscores the importance of targeting younger age groups and individuals with
higher education levels for empowerment initiatives. The government should
consider implementing measures such as free and compulsory primary education,
accessible education across all levels, and tailored support for disadvantaged
groups to address these disparities effectively. The study also identified a specific
group of confident women who exhibit differences in household responsibilities,
age, education, and income levels. It is advised to identify and empower this group
as pioneers, as their empowerment can serve as a catalyst for the broader
empowerment of women in subsequent stages. Moreover, it was observed that
younger women are more receptive to empowerment and change programmes.
The diversity among women in the study groups further underscores the centrality
of education as a key driver of empowerment among informal settlement
residents. Additionally, a notable disparity in income levels based on education
level reaffirms the significance of education in enhancing economic capacity. This
underscores the need for targeted education-based interventions to uplift residents
and facilitate sustainable empowerment initiatives.
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