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The Limit of the Permission to Look at Makhtoobeh

Narges E’temadi 1

Abstract

This paper is entitled “the Limit of the Permission to Look at
Makhtoobeh”. The views of Shiite jurists on a man’s permission to look
at Makhtoobeh (a woman who a man wants to marry), have been
proposed in following three theories:1. permission to look at the face
and hands 2. permission to look at the face, hands and hair; 3.
permission to look at the whole uncovered body except the private
parts. By examining these theories, we conclude that the second theory
is the correct opinion; because despite authentic texts on the
permission to look at the face and hands of the woman who a man
wants to marry, limiting the permission to look at the face and hands is
a kind of ijtihad against the text, and on the other hand, in the
narrations, there is no presumption for the permission to look at the
whole body of Makhtoobeh, and on the assumption of such an
application, it is limited by the authentic texts. Therefore, the second
theory that permits looking at Makhtoobeh’s face, hands and hair is

correct.

Keywords: Makhtoobeh, khateb, forearm, hair, face, hands
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