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With the beginning of the First World War, the Ottoman Turks, with
the help of the Germans, proposed the idea of a great Islamic Jihad
against the Allies in order to put pressure on the Russians and the
British on different fronts. The goal was to exploit the capacity of
Islamic anti-colonial movements and threaten the interests of the Allies
with Islamist slogans. This article tries to analyze the process of issuing
Ottoman jihadi fatwas against the Allies and its effect on the political
and military participation of the Muslims of the world by using
Ottoman Turkish sources and the archives of the Ottoman Prime
Minister. The findings of the research show that as a result of the
issuance of five fatwas, the tension between the people of Muslim
countries and the Allies increased, especially in the Caucasus region,
and several local uprisings were formed in Azerbaijan and North
Africa against the Allies. But the declaration of Jihad did not fulfill all
the expectations of the Turks. This plan was accompanied by extensive
propaganda and left a great spiritual impact in Islamic societies, but it
did not lead to significant achievements in the field. Because Osmani
did not have a strong political, financial and military support to
advance the Great Jihad, and the territorial reality and the formation of
Arab nationalist movements had largely overshadowed the slogans of
the Islamic Union of Turks. Also, most of the Islamic governments
were against involving their country to protect Ottoman interests and
analyzed the World War as an opportunity to end the centuries of
Ottoman Turks showing power in their borders.
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