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One fundamental issue in Qur'anic interpretation is discovering the
intended meaning of the text. Some scholars believe in adhering to the
apparent meaning, while others advocate for the interpretation or ta'wil
of the text, and a third group believes in a combination of both. This
article employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes exegetical
resources from both Sunni and Shia interpretive traditions to highlight
two major schools of thought in Qur'anic exegesis: ta'wil-oriented and
literalist. It then explains the innovation of Allameh Tabatabaei, who
considers adhering to the apparent meanings of words as the correct
interpretation. Subsequently, the article examines and presents to those
interested in exegetical issues, the roots of resorting to interpreting
Qur'anic verses contrary to their apparent meaning, from the
perspective of the author of Al-Mizan. By surveying Al-Mizan, this
paper reflects on numerous instances of causes of this resort to non-
literal interpretation, including grammatical ta'wil, which, from the
perspective of the author of Al-Mizan, are all instances of subjective
interpretation “tafseer bi'l-ray”.
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Introduction

This research explores Allameh Tabatabaei's views on non-literal interpretations of the
Quran. Seeking Tabatabaei's perspective on interpreting the Quran beyond its apparent
meaning, the study also examines why interpreters engage in such interpretations.
Despite emphasizing the apparent meaning of words in Al-Mizan, a comprehensive look
at this issue has been laked. A thorough review of the literature reveals no independent
studies on this topic, and only a part of the article on the correct and incorrect methods of
interpreting the Holy Quran from the viewpoint of Allameh Tabatabai by Seyyed
Sadreddin Taheri relates to the current research.

Research method

The method employed in this research is descriptive-analytical, utilizing both Sunni and
Shia interpretive sources to highlight the two major interpretive trends: allegorical and
literalism interpretation. Tabatabaei’s innovative approach to interpretation, which
emphasizes the intended meaning behind the words, is also discussed.

Discussion (main body of the article)

Interpreters often interpret verses in ways that go beyond their apparent meanings, as
demonstrated in Al-Mizan through almost comprehensive induction, which can be
attributed to several factors. Tabatabaei considers the Quran as a cohesive text with an
interconnected web of meanings, arguing that ignoring this interconnection leads to
inconsistencies. Moreover, equating divine speech with human speech has led some
interpreters to misinterpret certain Quranic verses, resulting in subjective interpretations.
Certain interpreters, influenced by empiricism and focusing on the material world, is
relied on empirical sciences, leading to the allegorical interpretation of non-material
concepts in the Quran, denial of miracles, and extreme scientism.

Rationalism, when applied to matters beyond human comprehension, has led interpreters
to avoid the literal meaning of verses that seem to imply God's need for something, in an
attempt to preserve God's transcendence. Religious biases and the need to defend specific
theological, jurisprudential, and methodological doctrines have also led to subjective
interpretations. For instance, determinists have allegorically interpreted verses that
clearly convey the concept of human free will. Similarly, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, despite
acknowledging the literal meaning of the verse about ablution, justified the practice of
washing the feet based on hadiths, revealing underlying biases. One of the most
significant factors contributing to non-literal interpretations is the reliance on fabricated
hadiths and Israelite traditions. For example, some interpreters, citing Israelite traditions,
have accused David of greed and lust when interpreting Quran 38:21-23.

The decision to interpret words like life, knowledge, power, speech, will, pleasure, anger,
tablet, throne, and pen literally or allegorically depends on the basis of the interpreter's
intended meaning behind the words. While the author of Al-Mizan argues that the
intended meaning is the apparent meaning, other interpreters have resorted to
metaphorical interpretations. Grammatical devices such as ellipsis, inversion, addition,
and transposition, when used without sufficient evidence, can also lead to non-literal
interpretations.



181 O Commentary Studies, Vol. 15, Summer 2024, No 58

Theories

By interpreting the Quran with the Quran, the author of Al-Mizan has avoided going
beyond its apparent meaning. However, other interpreters, by neglecting the
interconnection of the Quran, equating divine speech with human speech, prioritizing
experience and science, employing pure rationalism in explaining God's attributes,
holding religious biases, and relying on fabricated hadiths, have resorted to non-literal
interpretations.
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