Geography(Regional Planning)
Spring 2024. Vol 14, Issue 54

ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112

Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

The Government's Obligations Towards The Right To Occupational Health And Safety
In The Light Of International Human Rights Documents And Iran's Legal System In

Line With Regional Planning

Ali Sheikhiani!, Mohammad Sharif Shahi*?, Seyed Mohammad Sadegh Ahmadi?
1. PhD student in public law, Isfahan Branch (Khorasgan), Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Isfahan Branch (Khorasgan), Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.
3. Associate Professor, Department of Law, Isfahan Branch (Khorasgan), Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

PP: 177-192

Use your device to scan and read
the article online

Keywords:
International Human
Rights Documents, The
Right To Occupational
Health And Safety, lran'¢
S Legal System,
Government Obligations.

The right to occupational health and safety of employees is recognized as one of
the basic human rights in the world community. Based on international human
rights documents and their internal system, governments are obliged to protect
the safety and health of workers. As an active member of the international
community, Iran also has obligations in this field. This research has been
conducted with the aim of identifying the duties of the government regarding the
right to occupational health and safety, with a comparative approach in
international documents and the Iranian legal system. This study uses a
descriptive-analytical method and information gathering using library sources to
investigate the government's obligations in observing, supporting and
implementing occupational health and safety rights. Based on this research, it is
necessary for governments to commit to the protection of the right to
occupational health and safety, taking into account the national priority, to the
extent of their ability and capabilities. Achieving occupational health and safety
in Iran can help strengthen human rights, social progress, economic development
and reduce public costs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the era of industrialization,
occupational health and safety standards are
not seriously implemented in the workplace,
and occupational accidents threaten human
health. Supporting employees in the
implementation of these standards is essential.
As an international concept, human rights
guarantee basic human rights and freedoms.
One of the most important examples is the
right to occupational safety and health, crucial
for maintaining the physical and mental health
of workers. This right is outlined in
international human rights documents and
Iran's legal system, and its implementation is
emphasized as a job necessity. The most
significant international document in this field
is the International Covenant on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights. Paragraph "b" of
article 7 of this covenant states the
commitment of governments to maintain a
safe and healthy working environment for
employees. Iran's labor law also emphasizes
the government's and employers' commitment
to creating occupational health and safety
conditions.The purpose of this article is to
provide an analysis based on international
human rights documents and Iran's legal
system regarding how the government
performs its duties concerning the right to
occupational health and safety. This research
highlights the importance of this right in
maintaining the physical and mental health of
workers.  First, the most important
international human rights documents and
their emphasis on protecting and securing the
right to occupational health and safety are
reviewed. Then, the duties of the government
in Iran regarding the protection and
implementation of this right are analyzed
based on the domestic legal system. The
article addresses two questions: First, who is
responsible for implementing the right to
occupational health and safety? Second, what
is the quality of the implementation of this
commitment?

Methodology

The research method in this article includes a
detailed examination of the government's
obligations regarding the right to occupational
health and safety through the analysis of

international human rights documents and
Iran's legal system, with consideration of
regional planning. This research is conducted
in a descriptive-analytical manner. First, the
most important international human rights
documents that emphasize maintaining and
providing the right to occupational health and
safety are examined. Then, the duties of the
Iranian government in supporting and
implementing this right are analyzed based on
domestic laws.

Results and Discussion

International human rights norms are reflected
in the legal systems of countries in two ways:
through the constitution or common law.
Customary laws may incorporate human
rights norms or, by annexing a treaty, make its
content equivalent to domestic law. This
discussion examines the obligations of the
Iranian government as outlined in the
constitution and common laws, evaluates the
government's performance, and explains the
challenges and obstacles in providing and
maintaining occupational health and safety
rights. The Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran assigns principles 19 to 42 to
the rights of the nation and, in other principles,
refers to the "right to health and welfare
rights." The third principle of this law
obligates the government to provide welfare,
eliminate poverty, and remove deprivations in
various fields. Therefore, the government's
obligations include: ensuring occupational
health and safety, providing medical services,
passing fair laws, offering health education,
and establishing regulatory units.

Conclusion

This research highlights the necessity of
proper government intervention in ensuring
occupational health and safety for employees.
It emphasizes continuous government
oversight of executive agencies, workplaces,
and independent businesses to uphold safety
and environmental health standards. The
study identifies occupational health and safety
as a "right" for employees and its enforcement
as a "duty and commitment” for the
government. The findings aim to address legal
challenges in public rights, marking the
research as a novel examination of
government obligations regarding
occupational health and safety. The
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government is recognized as the primary
entity responsible due to its public resources
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