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Reducing poverty and inequality is one of the most important goals of planners
and politicians in different societies of the world. The success of poverty
alleviation programs depends on the accurate identification of the phenomenon
of poverty. In this study, using the Alkire and Foster multidimensional poverty
approach, the multidimensional poverty index in 5 dimensions of education,
employment, standard of living, health and housing, for urban and rural areas
during the years 1396 to 1398 has been calculated. The results of this study
showed that in rural areas about 28% of people are poor and in urban areas about
25% are poor. Poverty rate in 1397 had a decreasing trend but in 1398 had an
upward trend. About 51% of the poor live in rural areas and about 49% of them
live in urban areas. The highest rate of deprivation in urban and rural areas is
related to the employment dimension, which is about 40%. In terms of education,
standard of living, health and housing are 16, 4, 24.5 and 15.5 percent,
respectively. The multidimensional poverty index in urban and rural areas is 10%
and 11.5%, respectively. Deprivation of women in urban and rural areas in terms
of education is more than deprivation of men.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Poverty reduction is one of the main goals of
public policies and international agreements
and is recognized as one of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG). Therefore, many
countries have adjusted their social policies to
reduce poverty. Measuring and tracking
changes in poverty over time is very important
for local governments and international
organizations. While income is one of the
basic measures of the standard of living, basic
human needs such as food, clothing, housing,
health, and education are also crucial.
Additionally, social needs, such as the ability
to communicate with the surrounding world,
impact the quality of well-being. Poverty is
not limited to income and can be experienced
in various economic and social aspects.In
Iran, poverty measurement is generally based
on per capita cost, but this method cannot
capture all aspects of poverty. It has been
found that the well-being of a household is not
determined solely by its income, and
deprivation can exist in areas such as health,
housing, education, and social participation.
Therefore, measuring  multidimensional
poverty provides a more accurate picture of
the degree of deprivation and helps
policymakers design more effective programs
to address people's real deprivations.This
research uses indicators of education, health,
employment, housing, and standard of living
to calculate multidimensional poverty in Iran.
By using these indicators, an accurate picture
of the current situation is obtained, and the
success rate of the developed strategies for
alleviating  deprivation  is  assessed.
Multidimensional ~ poverty analysis s
conducted in two stages: in the first stage,
disadvantaged people are identified, and in the
second stage, poor people are determined. The
aim of this research is to measure the
multidimensional poverty index in urban and
rural areas of Iran for the period from 2017 to
2019. These breakdowns provide detailed
images of the locations and dimensions of
poverty concentration and support further

research on the causes of poverty to design
more effective support policies.

Methodology

This research calculates multidimensional
poverty in Iran across five dimensions: health,
education, employment, living standards, and
housing, using the Alkire-Foster index.
Deprivation criteria include lack of health
insurance, failure of family members to
complete five years of education, children
dropping out of school, child mortality, and
malnutrition. The living standards dimension
includes six criteria: access to safe drinking
water, sanitary disposal of sewage, suitable
fuel for cooking, electricity, flooring, and
ownership of consumer goods (radio,
television, telephone, bicycle, motorbike, and
car). Households that do not meet these
criteria are considered deprived. These
indicators provide a comprehensive picture of
the multidimensional poverty situation in
urban and rural areas of Iran between 2017
and 2019 and help policymakers design more
effective support programs.

Results and Discussion

This research uses the Alkire-Foster approach
to calculate the Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI) across five dimensions:
education, employment, living standards,
health, and housing. Table 2 shows the MPI,
the average deprivation (A), and the
multidimensional headcount ratio (H). The
MPI includes two components: H and A,
which indicate the intensity of deprivation.In
2017, the average deprivation among the poor
was 39%, indicating the intensity of poverty.
This decreased to 38.5% in 2018 and slightly
t0 39.2% in 2019. The MPI in urban areas was
10% in 2017, 9.7% in 2018, and 10.3% in
2019. For rural areas, the average deprivation
was 40.9% in 2017, 40.7% in 2018, and 40.6%
in 2019. The findings indicate that between
2017 and 2019, rural areas experienced higher
levels of deprivation compared to urban areas
across various dimensions, especially in
education and health. Employment exhibited
the highest degree of deprivation in both
regions, while housing deprivation was
relatively lower. Furthermore, women faced
more deprivation in education compared to
men, with this difference being more
pronounced in rural areas. Overall, these
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findings underscore the necessity for more
targeted policies aimed at reducing
multidimensional poverty across different
regions of Iran.

Conclusion

This research utilizes the Alkire-Foster
multidimensional poverty approach to
examine poverty across five dimensions:
education, employment, living standards,
health, and housing, covering the years from
2017 to 2019. The findings indicate that
approximately 28% of individuals in rural
areas and 25% in urban areas are
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