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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The purpose of this research is to investigate the competition between Iran and
PP: 718-732 Saudi Arabia in the Persian Gulf region from 2001 to 2020 and its impact on
the security of the Persian Gulf region. In the geopolitical model of regional
security, there are geopolitical variables of resources, geopolitics of population,
military geopolitics, economic and geostrategic, and the existence of these
geopolitical variables causes systemic sensitivities and influence in the global
cycle of military power. The geopolitical domain of the Persian Gulf is at the
highest level among the three domains of the Arab Middle East in terms of
geopolitical weight. Both Iran and Saudi Arabia, with their unique capabilities
compared to other countries of this system, found the ability to greatly
influence the developments in the region and the political atmosphere that
governs it. Saudi Arabia's role in the Persian Gulf region, as one of the most
strategic regions in the world, can be explained by two simple facts: security
and energy. These two categories have caused Saudi Arabia's role in the region
and its interaction with other political units to be heavily influenced by the role
Keywords: Geopolitical | of the United States as the most influential external country in the region after
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Competition Pattern, Britain left in 1971. Considering the geopolitical position of the two countries
Regional Security, Iran, Iran and Saudi Arabia and the sensitive points that these two have in the
Saudi Arabia Middle East region, which is a region that lacks standards in terms of a network

and is known as an area of chaos, naturally, the competition of these two
countries in this region with these features will have consequences. It will bring
security.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia
are considered important powers in the Middle
East and the Persian Gulf region, which have a
large land area and huge fossil resources and
geopolitical position. Due to the location of the
cities of Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia
and the claim of that country regarding the
leadership of the Arab world and the Islamic
world and its strategic links with the West and
especially the United States, it is naturally
considered an influential country in regional
developments. The king of this country is also
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and
the main performer of Hajj rituals. The Persian
Gulf region is considered as one of the most
important strategic and geopolitical regions in
the world, whose security has always been the
concern of major international and regional
powers. The formation of Islamic awakening
developments, which is considered as the
beginning of a new period in the security
developments of the Middle East, has also had
an effect on the security equations of this
region. Iran and Saudi Arabia, which are
considered as the two main actors in the
security equations of this strategic region,
always have a conflicting view of the security
of this region. Every action taken by Saudi
Arabia in recent years, especially after the
uprisings and protests of Arab countries after
2010 regarding the crisis in Syria, Yemen and
Bahrain, has brought the reaction of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Due to the regional
developments, including the crisis in Syria, Iraq
and Yemen and the nuclear agreement between
Iran and Western countries, Iran's regional
power and influence has increased, and this
issue is a threat to this country from the point of
view of Saudi Arabia. This has caused tensions
and differences in the relations between these
two countries, which can increase and continue
depending on the perception of the two
countries. Considering the aforementioned
cases and Iran's growing power in the region,
Saudi Arabia has opened the way for more and
more American and Israeli influence in the
region and has established close relations with
Isracl, so the approach of clear political
relations in the future of the two countries is
unclear and darkening. This research tries to
answer the question that how is the effect of the

geopolitical competition model on the regional
security of Iran and Saudi Arabia?

Methodology

The method of this research is based on
descriptive-analytical method. In order to
collect data, review and collect the available
documents related to the discussed topic in the
form of a library study and then analyze and
review the desired literature and try to provide
a clear understanding of the rivalry between
Iran and Saudi Arabia and its impact on the
security of the Persian Gulf region.

Results and Conclusion

From the very beginning of its formation, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has wanted
fundamental changes in the Middle East region.
From this point of view, the leaders of the
countries of the region are considered
unpopular and obedient to America and the
West. which have provided the ground for the
presence and dominance of America in the
region and as a result regional and global
competitions. These leaders do not have
legitimacy among their own people and the
only reason for their survival is the use of
coercive policies and oil riches or western aid.
Therefore, Iran is among the countries that
want fundamental reforms and changes in the
Middle East region in line with Islamic and
anti-Western order.

Iran, like other influential actors in the
developments of the Arab world, has adopted
different policies towards each country in the
region by evaluating the existing interests,
opportunities and threats. Iran knows that when
these Islamist groups come to power, at least
the policy of cooperation with the West and
America will be affected, and America will no
longer have allies like Mubarak and Ben Ali
like in the past. The history of Iran's ownership
of these islands and its neighborhood with
Saudi Arabia has made this country one of the
countries where Iran and Saudi Arabia
compete. With the start of political unrest in
Bahrain and the sending of Saudi Arabian
military forces to Bahrain, several Iranian
officials, including Dehghani Firouzabadi, the
former head of the General Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces, threatened Saudi Arabia. Iran is
one of the countries that wants to fulfill the
wishes of the people of Bahrain and end the
repression in this country. The fall of the
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Bahraini government means the loss of one of
Saudi Arabia's regional allies in the Persian
Gulf region and the increase in the role and
influence of Iran. In this regard, in Yemen,
Tehran has taken help from the same policy of
defending an unavoidable demographic group
with demands on the right, that is, the Houthis
and Ansarullah. In fact, Iran evaluates the
developments in Yemen in the form of Islamic
awakening, which causes a decrease in the
influence of the West in the region. Therefore,
Iran follows with concern the efforts of Saudi
Arabia to manage the developments in Yemen
and empower the affiliated currents and
demands that all religious and political currents
play a role in the future of this country.
Therefore, trying to change the status quo and
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