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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

From the point of view of modernization, there are many commonalities
PP: 611-629 between the countries of Iran and Turkey in terms of history, geography,
culture and to some extent institutional. The time frame, leaders, style and
method of similar modernization have formed the expectation that the two
countries will follow the same path of political modernization, however, after
the First World War, Turkey was pushed towards democracy and Iran towards
tyranny. The reason for the different path of political modernization in the two
countries has created different explanations and analyzes among experts. In the
meantime, the current research has dealt with the impact of the First World
War. The main question is, how has the First World War been effective the
process of political modernization in the two countries of Iran and Turkey? By
using the descriptive-adaptive method, these results have been obtained that the
First World War caused the occupation of Iran, the loss of independence and
national sovereignty, creation of chaos, insecurity, famine, human casualties,
and widespread destruction of infrastructure. In this situation, the constitution
Keywords: World War I, | was sacrificed for the sake of stability and security, and the dictatorial
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Political Modernization, government of Reza Shah was formed. If the First World War caused the
Iran, Turkey, Reza Shah, collapse and disintegration of the multi-ethnic Ottoman Empire and the
Ataturk formation of a new Turkey with a Turkish ethnic identity. What remained of

the Ottoman Empire for Atatiirk was a relatively modern army and an efficient
bureaucracy? By accepting the terms of peace in the wars of independence,
including the abolition of the caliphate and the acceptance of secularism,
Atatlirk put Turkey on the path of Western political modernization. In general,
the First World War has caused Iran's tendency towards security issues and
Turkey's tendency towards development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The aim of the current research is to investigate the
effects of the First World War on political
modernization in Iran and Tiirkiye. Things like the
same time frame, similar leaders and style and style
of western modermization as well as authoritarian
and elitist style of modernization, strong emphasis
on secularization and emphasis on modem science
and education and fight against religion and tradition
to join modem civilization as well as striving for
industrialization. One of the most important aspects
is the similarity between the two drawers. These
similarities show that the modemization in
economic, cultural and social dimensions and fields
was similar in the two countries. Considering these
commonalities, it was expected that the two
countries would follow a similar path in terms of
political modemization and the upward trend
towards democracy, while after the First World
War, Turkey moved towards establishing a republic
and Iran towards dictatorship. In this sense, the main
issue was why the political modemization in the two
countries went through a different process? Thinkers
and experts have put forward many different reasons
for this issue, but the present research, by examining
various sources, noticed a research gap, and that gap
was very few scientific texts about the impact of
world wars on the process of political modernization
in two countries. Although the impact of the world
wars on the societies and governments of the two
countries has been investigated in various
dimensions, the sources are extremely scarce and the
materials are scattered about the impact of these
wars on the political life of the two countries,
especially from the comparative aspect. For this
reason, the current research tries to answer the
question, what effect did the First World War have
on political moderization in the two countries of
Iran and Turkey? The hypothesis is that despite the
location of Iran and Turkey in the Middle East
region and in the neighborhood of each other,
Turkey was less affected by the negative effects of
the First World War than Iran and had more
opportunities and facilities for modemization and
development after the war. The First World War has
caused Iran's tendency towards security issues and
Tiirkiye's tendency towards development.

Methodology

The current research has used the descriptive-
adaptive method to investigate the impact of the
First World War on the process of political

modemization in two countries. In this way, at
first, the effects of the war in different fields are
described in detail, then the way it affects the
political moderization of the two countries is
analyzed and compared with each other. The data
has also been collected in a library manner. The
theory of neoclassical realism is also used to
analyze the discussion.

Results and Conclusion

The First World War brought two military leaders
who were able to have many war successes to
power in two countries. Both Reza Shah and
Ataturk strongly insisted on Westemn-style
modernization and carried out a similar project and
process, but several factors influenced by the First
World War caused the modernization to end in
dictatorship in Iran and in democracy in Turkey.
First, Iran was occupied and the consequences of
the occupation caused the destruction of the
country's infrastructure, resources and facilities.
Anarchy and insecurity caused people to demand
security with all their heart, and no one paid
attention to constitutional principles and
democracy. But despite the failure and collapse of
the Ottoman Empire, because this country was not
occupied, it did not lose its resources and
infrastructure, and Atatiirk, after establishing the
new Turkey, wused those facilities for
modernization. The issue after the First World War
caused non-Muslim and non-Turkish populations
to migrate or be massacred, so Turkey had a more
homogeneous population compared to the imperial
period, and the main effect of the war on political
modernization in Turkey was the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire and the formation of a modem
nation-state based on The identity was Turkish, but
in Iran, the loss of central government and chaos
caused centrifugal forces to gain power and fueled
the danger of Iran's disintegration. Another issue
was the acceptance of secularism and the induction
of caliphate as one of the conditions for peace, and
during the war, the Young Turks had worked hard
and reduced the power of religion and scholars, but
in the case of Iran, the religious and traditional
society of Iran is against secularism and Western-
style modernization. was For this reason, Reza
Shah promoted the modernization by force and
suppression. It should also be said that the
establishment of the Republic and the People's
Republican Party made the process of
modernization institutionalized in Turkey and
continued unchallenged after the death of Atatiirk,
but without a class base in Iran, Reza Shah's
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process of modernization failed. The final result is
that Turkey was less affected by the negative
effects of the First World War than Iran and had
more possibilities for modemization and
development. The First World War has caused
Iran's tendency towards security issues and
Tiirkiye's  tendency towards  development.
However, the cases of Iran and Turkey seem to
lend credence to the hypothesis of modemization
theory that modemization is an endogenous
process and its path is determined by mechanisms
and forces within a country. While the government
and elites of Iran and Turkey were always
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