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The importance of entrepreneurship in providing new job opportunities and
helping to create stable jobs on the one hand and considering the importance of
the entrepreneurial intention of tourism students as the most important predictor
of their entrepreneurial behavior on the other hand, investigating the influencing
factors in academic entrepreneurial opportunities in the field of tourism is
essential to It seems Based on this, the main goal of this research is to investigate
the effect of self-efficacy and networks on the entrepreneurial opportunities of
tourism in Islamic Azad University of Yazd. The statistical population of this
research includes all students of tourism, business management, business
management and entrepreneurship and urban planning in the Islamic Azad
University of Yazd, and a statistical sample of 140 people was considered for the
research. The data collection tool is a questionnaire and the method of collection
is field. In order to analyze the data, the structural equation analysis approach
with the partial least squares approach has been used. The results show that
innovation, marketing, risk-taking and financial control of entrepreneurial self-
efficacy have a significant effect on entrepreneurial opportunities in Islamic
Azad University of Yazd; but then management cannot have an acceptable effect.
Also, industrial networks for innovation and risk-taking and financial control,
and entrepreneurial networks for innovation and management have a significant
mediating effect.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism  entrepreneurship  presents a
significant challenge in Iranian society and
other developing nations. Universities and
higher education institutions play a crucial
role in nurturing the creative potential of
entrepreneurs. Through their efforts, many of
these challenges can be addressed effectively.
Research  indicates  that  specialized
educational programs and processes have the
capacity to transform aspiring entrepreneurs
into successful ones by altering their
perspectives, attitudes, and endowing them
with essential knowledge and skills.Part of the
study focuses on examining entrepreneurial
university  ecosystems, particularly the
networks within them, which exert a
significant influence on the performance of
the tourism industry. Networks are
instrumental in attracting financial resources,
facilitating collaboration among academic
researchers, fostering the growth of new
enterprises, and identifying entrepreneurial
opportunities.A notable issue in this regard is
the lack of connectivity between universities,
industries, and relevant institutions such as
tourism organizations, municipalities, science
and technology parks, creative centers,
research facilities, and growth hubs.
Additionally, universities often lack the
capacity to engage with internationally
recognized research centers and experts in
innovation, marketing, risk management, and
financial control.The overall capacity and
resources within university ecosystems,
particularly ~ among  academics,  are
instrumental in identifying and developing
key opportunities within the tourism sector,
paving the way for the establishment of new
academic disciplines. The distinguishing
feature of research in tourism
entrepreneurship lies in its focus on
identifying and exploiting entrepreneurial
opportunities.  Without  comprehensively
studying the mechanisms and factors
influencing the generation and growth of such
opportunities, a thorough understanding of the
entrepreneurial phenomenon remains
elusive.This research aims to address whether
dimensions of entrepreneurial self-efficacy
play a role in creating entrepreneurial
opportunities within the tourism sector.

Additionally, it explores the extent to which
industrial and entrepreneurial networks serve
as intermediaries in this process.

Methodology

The current research adopts a practical and
descriptive approach, employing the field-
survey method and a researcher-developed
questionnaire comprising 34 questions across
7 variables. The statistical population
comprises active students enrolled in tourism,
business management, business
administration, and entrepreneurship courses
at Islamic Azad University of Yazd, with a
sample size of 140 individuals randomly
selected from this population. The validity and
reliability of the research tool were assessed
through convergent and discriminant validity
tests, Cronbach's alpha reliability, and
composite reliability. Structural equation
analysis using Smart PLS software was
employed to investigate the relationships
between variables, with path coefficients and
t values tested to validate or refute the
hypotheses.

Results and Discussion

The results of the research tool evaluations,
conducted through combined reliability tests
and Cronbach's alpha, indicate all scores
exceed the 0.7 standard, confirming reliability
(Table 1).For validity assessment, an average
variance extracted (AVE) value above 0.5
signifies experiment validity. Additionally,
factor loadings exceeding 1.96 for each
guestion indicate convergent validity of the
research  measurement model (Table
1).Furthermore, the correlation coefficients
compared to the AVE square (Fornell-Larcker
test) demonstrate that the square root of each
component's AVE surpasses the correlation
with other components, affirming divergent
validity. The structural model test results,
presented as path coefficients (Figure 2) and
significance coefficients (Figure 3), indicate
hypotheses evaluation, except for hypotheses
(2) and (3) (Table 4), where the t statistic fell
below 1.96 or the path coefficient was
negative.

Conclusion

The evaluation of entrepreneurial self-
efficacy's role in tourism opportunities among
Islamic Azad University of Yazd students
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indicates a lack of significant correlation
between defined relationships, both directly
and indirectly. Students with strong beliefs
and positive perceptions about their
capabilities may not necessarily pursue
entrepreneurial tourism opportunities.
Conversely, innovation enhances
entrepreneurial tourism opportunities,
emphasizing its organizational aspects.
Effective innovation management requires
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